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BEGGING 
FOR HELP 


Slope pastor has had it 
with 3 homeless men 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Three homeless men have driven one of Park 
Slope’s most liberal religious leaders to the very 
brink of what some would consider un-Christian 
behavior. 

Rev. Daniel Meeter of Old First Reformed Presby- 
terian Church has gotten so fed up with the homeless 


people sleeping on the steps of his house of worship 
that he has begun throwing out their belongings — a 
move that has prompted a flurry of multi-denomina- 
tional soul-searching in liberal Park Slope. 

“It’s always been a simmering problem, but it 
heated up this summer,” said Meeter. 

For years, the front steps of the church, at the cor- 
ner of Seventh Avenue and Carroll Street, unprotect- 
ed by a fence, have served as a de facto homeless 
shelter. 

By this summer, three men in particular 
were finding refuge there: Robert Royster, 
who’d been an on-and-off visitor for 
years, Will Franklin, who drinks on the 
stoop and sleeps elsewhere, and Frank 
Silano. All three have substance-abuse 
problems, according to Meeter. 

The church at first tried to help. In the 
spring, Meeter helped Franklin get a job at 
a local Key Food, but he soon lost it. 
Meeter gave the men leftover food from 
church affairs. He offered to help them get 
treatment (he said they refused). His dea- 
con knitted them scarves. 

But by July, according to Meeter, all 
three were getting worse. 

“They started urinating in the area and 
they were losing self-control,” said 
Meeter. “They were making comments at 
passersby and they were playing the radio 
really loudly. 

See HOMELESS on page 7 



A homeless man sleeps outside the Old First Reformed 
Church on Seventh Avenue in Park Slope. 


NEW D'TOWN FACE 



Vision of the future 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Downtown planners on Thursday rolled 
out a glitzy vision of Downtown Brooklyn as 
a 24/7 destination — and neighborhood — 
putting snazzy window dressing on a re- 
trenchment of the original notion that the 
Flatbush Avenue corridor and surrounding 
streets would be a booming business district. 

The Downtown Brooklyn Partnership, the 
quasi-govemmental agency charged with cre- 
ating the “new Downtown,” presented glitzy 
renderings (pictured) of what the area will sup- 
See NEW FACE on page 1 4 





The haunted 

Brooklyn kids — of all ages! — caught Halloween fever 
on Wednesday night. Making the scene in Cobble Hill 
Park (photo above) were Lea Sainz and Ines Weinstock, 
and Groucho Marx lover Howard Graubard. Meanwhile, 
in Park Slope, Wicked Witch of the East wannabe Kate 
Lovell tried to scare her daughter Tess to no avail. The 
good news? That's not her normal skin tone. 


Spelling it out 

Artist tapes his anti-Yards 
message onto building 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Scott Witter — the curator of Brook- 
lyn’s Other Museum of Brooklyn (ak.a. 
BOMB) — has covered an entire brick 
wall with a caustic message to Mayor 
Bloomberg protesting the controversial 
16-skyscraper-and-arena Atlantic Yards 
project, warning that the project would re- 
sult in a neighborhood getting “raped.” 
Witter, who opposed the destruction of 
the historic Long Island Rail Road Termi- 
nal that made way for Brace Ratner’s At- 


lantic Terminal Mall in the 1990s, told 
The Brooklyn Paper that Atlantic Yards 
“is the same thing all over again.” 

To register his anger, Witter erected the 
message to “Mayor Moo Moo,” covering a 
wall of his own home with blue painter’s 
tape. It took him eight hours and countless 
rolls of tape (no, really, he lost count). 

In his message, Witter calls Ratner’s 
plan a “gated community” and says 
“there is no reason to give more of 
Brooklyn to Brace Ratner.” 

Witter, a reformed Dumpster diver, runs 
BOMB , a collection of modem artifacts, at 
his building on Steuben Street, 
between Park and Myrtle av- 
enues in Wallabout. 

The latest screed is one of 
about 20 enormous blue-tape 
messages Witter has erected 

“It was the mayor who 
taught me to use painter’s 
tape,” smirked Witter. “I 
[once] went out [with] a can 
of green paint and started 
painting. I got arrested right 
on Flushing Avenue. I spent 
22 hours in jail. [And I 
learned that] tape is not con- 
sidered graffiti because it’s 




OFF THE MENUS 


Groups seek to curb handouts 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Two more groups have mobilized to 
turn the fight against fliers and menus 
into a dual-front war. 

Sure, anyone can print his own sign at 
home, but for five bucks, you can buy two, 
bright yellow, 3-inch-by-5-inch, weather- 
resistant laminated placards from the 
Boeram Hill Association that say: “NO 
MENUS, CIRCULARS, ADVERTISE- 
MENTS.” 

And if that’s not a clear enough message, 
they also have an image of a menu and flier 
with a red slash through them; reminiscent 
of “no smoking” signs everywhere. 

There are no money-back guarantees, 
but the sign has a good track record. 

“I use it on my door, and while it does- 
n’t always work, often it does work,” said 
Sue Wolfe, a member of the Boeram Hill 
Association. 

The BHA’s creation is but one of the lat- 
est examples in the suddenly urgent fight 
against stoop flotsam. 

At the Park Slope Civic Council has en- 
tered the fracas with its own sign, after 
hearing grumblings from members in the 
spring. Its creation takes a more polite ap- 
proach saying: “Please No Fliers, Ads, 
Menus” on the free sign it plans to give to 
block associations. 

See MENUS on page 16 


In uncertain terms 


Jim Vogel of the Pacific 
Street Block Association 
gave out this placard 
decrying menus and 
fliers — in six languages! 

Problem is, our crack staff ] 
took the time to trans- 
late it, and it doesn't 
add up. 

Here's what the sign 
really says: 

ENGLISH 

It means: "No Menus, No 
People Who Fly" 

SPANISH 

It says: "None menus, none 
aviators" 

CHINESE 

It says: "No Menus, No Fliers" 

KOREAN 

Phonetically it means "No 


****,a*^ % 
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menus, no fliers" 

JAPANESE 

It says: "If you use [it] before a 
noun it becomes a subject or 

ARABIC 

It is just a line of unpronounce- 
able letters, but the word “air- 
plane" appears in them. 
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In a 'Brush' 


In celebration of its new 
exhibit, "Brushed with 
Light: American Water- 
colors from the Collec- 
tion," the Brooklyn Mu- 
seum is throwing a party 
with swing dancing, 
movies and a chance to 
create your own water- 
colors. It's the easiest 
way to have your own 
paintings in the Museum! 

6 pm at the Brooklyn Museum 
(200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washing- 
ton Avenue in Prospect Heights). 
Free. For information, call 
(718) 638-5000 or visit 


Military 

brass 

This afternoon, the 
United States Military 
Academy Band — West 
Point's in-house act for 
190 years — will play a 
free concert at Brooklyn 
Center. Be sure not to 



avenues). Free. For informa- 
tion, call ( 718) 951-4600 or visit 



Super slides 

Check out a slideshow of 
photos from "The Brook- 
lynites," Seth Kushner and 
Anthony LaSala's photo- 
graphic love letter to the 
borough tonight at Word 
Bookstore. Kushner shot 
everyone from Steve Bus- 
cemi (pictured) to Coney 
Island Sideshow's Dick Zi- 
gun, so head over and con- 
vince the boys to put your 
mug in their next book. 

7:30 pm at Word Bookstore 
(126 Franklin St at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint). Free. For infor- 
mation, call (718) 383-0096 or 


Guys & galas 

The Brooklyn Academy 
of Music celebrates its 
25th Next Wave Festival 
tonight with Finland's 
Tero Saarinen dance com- 
pany and a big, fancy 
gala at the old Atlantic 
Telecom Center. Sure it's 
pricey — two tickets will 
set you back $300 — but 
for cocktails, dinner, a show 
and a taste of Hollywood 
without leaving Brooklyn, 
it's worth the splurge. 



4100 or visit www.bam.org. 
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November 9 



'Battel' of 
Brooklyn 

Are you bored with rock 
shows? If your nightlife 
needs a shot in the arm, 
tonight's Kaiju Big Battel 
performance is just the 
thing. Watch as giant 
monsters, battle in an epic 
struggle for the fate of the 
world. It's a bit like a live 
action "Godzilla" movie, 
and you can bet we'll be 
there with a drink in hand. 

8 pm at the Warsaw (261 Drigg s 
Ave. at Eckford Street in Green- 
point). $20. For information, 
call (718) 387-0505 or visit 













Dogs parade 
— no, really! 


S outh Park characters, princesses 
and Sonny and Cher all march- 
ed down the Promenade last 
Sunday, representing the neighbor- 
hood’s craftiest in costumi 

Sounds like just another Hal- 
loween parade, except for Cher sniff- 
ing Sonny’s butt, and the princess 
lifting her (or his?) leg to pee. 

Yes, it was time once again for 
the fourth annual “Halloween Dog 
Parade Extravaganza” — and lo- 
cals came out in droves to dress 
their canines in Polyester and taffe- 
ta and march them to the Hillside 
Dog Park. 

Tour-book-toting tourists must have thought they’d wandered 
into Crazytown, watching the natives wrap their pug in tin foil 
(hot potato, get it?) or their Chow Chow in a Russian circus bear 
costume (that would be me, I’m afraid to say). 

It may be under the guise of charity — the $25 registration 
fee goes to maintain the dog park, as well as a local non-profit 
— but something tells me that’s only the icing on the dog bis- 


HEIGHTS 

LOWDOWN 




Juliana Bunim 


Tom Vasquez — owner of Perfect Paws on Hicks Street — 
first organized the parade three years ago to raise money for ani- 
mals abandoned by Hurricane Katrina. 

“We weren’t going to do it anymore, but then everyone asked 
over and over to keep it going,” said Vasquez, who wore drag, 
six-inch, hot pink platform shoes and a white, candy-covered 
beehive hairdo at this year’s parade. 

“This year I’m dressed as Candy Dish, cause we dish, dish 
dish. Every year it just keeps getting better and better.” 

Clearly, family takes many forms in the Heights. 

“You don’t realize how far people will go to integrate their pets 
into their fives,” said Matthew Justus, a spectator. “And then 
something like this hap- 
pens and you see just 
how serious they are. It’s 

Surprisingly, only a 
handful of the 100-plus 
two-legged attendees 
were kids. Which invites 
the question, why are all 
of these grown-ups play- 
ing dress-up? 

Because this is a 
chance to participate in 
some of the fun all you 
breeders get to have all 
year long. Just because 
we may not have little 
kids, doesn’t mean we 
don’t like to dress up liv- 
ing beings in funny outfits and attract loads of attention. 

“I can’t wait for next year,” said Karen, who has lived on Liv- 
ingston Street for 15 years. “We’re already planning Baxter’s 
costume.” 

OK, that’s a bit crazy — but who am I to say? 



THE KITCHEN SINK 

A Sink “thank you” goes out to our friends from PS 8. who 
participated in the “It’s your park day” at Cadman Plaza 
Park. Over 33 bags of leaves and fitter were gathered. . . . Ran 
into our DUMBO pal Jed Walentas at the DUMBO landmark- 
ing hearing this week and he told us about how he broke his wrist 
mountain-biking in Utah. We reminded him that bad things hap- 
pen when you leave Brooklyn. ... St. Francis College has a 
new, state-of-the-art psych lab, which, the school tells us, will al- 
low the next generation of Freuds and Skinners to do experi- 
ments rather than just read about them in a textbook. We have a 
few reporters who should volunteer as subjects. . . . Remember 
that kitten, Bella, who won over so many Brooklynites near the 
Brooklyn Bridge off-ramp? Well, she’s finally settled down in 
a Pineapple Street penthouse. We’re just so happy for Bella 
and her new family. . . . Statuesque redhead Norris Church, wife 
of ailing Norman Mailer, was spotted getting out of a cab and 
returning home on Columbia Heights. . . . Our spy saw legendary 
thespian (and star of the instant classic, “Fred Claus”). Paul Gi- 
amatti, walking down Montague Street with his young son and 
a crowbar. That’s one way to ward off fans, we suppose. . . . And 
in other celebrity news, actor Paul Bettany, better known as 
Mr. Jennifer Connelly, was spotted at Tazza on Henry Street. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 



First order of business 

New Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Carl Hum (left) — who took the reins only last month — welcomed 
state Comptroller Tom DiNapoli to a luncheon last week at the Steiner Studios in Brooklyn Navy Yard. 


THE DUMBO PANHANDLE 


Beggars choose rich nabe to ply trade 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Panhandling in DUMBO 
has gotten out of hand, judg- 
ing by complaints from area 
residents at a crime prevention 
meeting last week. 

The hour-and-a-half long 
meeting was held so that the 
police could give the public tips 
on how to avoid becoming a 
victim of crime — but it quick- 
ly became an inquisition into 
why the police have not 
cracked down on the handful of 
panhandlers who have been 
working — some say working 
over — the rapidly gentrifying 
neighborhood for almost a year. 

The best advice local cops 
could give was to tell residents 
to stop giving handouts, said 
84th Precinct Crime Prevention 
Officer John Kenny at last 
Thursday night’s meeting, 
which was hosted by the DUM- 
BO Improvement District. 

“People are giving panhan- 
dlers money, and as long as that 
happens they’re going to stay,” 
Kenny said. 

Panhandling is not a crime, 
as long as the begger is not 
standing too close to an ATM. 
Merely asking passersby for 
loose change is legal as long as 
it does not become too aggres- 

That’s a frustrating reality for 
Peter Sunwoo, founder of 
DUMBOwatch, a new crime- 
prevention group. Sunwoo says 
his group isn’t anti-panhandler, 



Citizens of DUMBO told 
cops about this panhandler. 


but the message that panhan- 
dling sends to criminals — 
“That there’s easy money to be 
had in DUMBO” - leads to 

“We’re not against panhan- 
dling, but it brings muggers, 
burglars and thug dealers into 
the neighborhood,” Sunwoo 

He added that his group is 
worried about panhandlers who 
use coercion to get what they 
want. Aggressive panhandling 
hurts the quality of life for 
DUMBO residents, he said, 
complaining specifically about 
a group of three donation solic- 
itors who work the comer of 
Washington and Front streets. 

“We support freedom of 
speech and we respect a pan- 
handler’s right to ask for help, 


Talk to stop war 

By Zachary Kolodin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Anti-war Democrats want you to call your member of Congress 
“to the carpet” at a town hall meeting this Sunday that will advocate 
an end to the war in Iraq. 

The Nov. 4 “teach in” is “a rare opportunity for people to talk to 
their representatives,” said Raul Rothblatt of Central Brooklyn Inde- 
pendent Democrats, which is organizing the event. 

“It is not enough to voice support for withdrawal but not accom- 
plish anything,” Skaller said. 

"Why Are We Still in Iraq — And How Can We Get Out?" Old 
First Church (Seventh Avenue at Carroll Street), 5:30 pm. Call (646) 
408-5312 for info. 


but when they get money 
through intimidation, either by 
physical or verbal harassment, 
then DUMBO residents are los- 
ing their freedom and their 
rights because they’re afraid to 
go out in their own neighbor- 
hood.” 

In a Web posting, DUMBO- 
watch said it will pick a day on 
which residents would be urged 
to call 311 to report panhan- 
dlers. In addition, the group 
said it would soon begin “tak- 
ing photographs of every suspi- 
cious loiterer” so that the police 
would have pictures “in the 

Several residents attacked 
the latter proposal, an indication 
that the neighborhood is hardly 
united on solving the problem. 

“[Photos of] ‘every suspi- 
cious loiterer,”’ one person post- 
ed. “Are you going to send them 
to Guantanamo after that?” 

The good news about the 
panhandlers, of course, is that 
their emergence is something of 
an economic bellwether. 

“Panhandling tends to coin- 
cide with a neighborhood be- 
coming more affluent,” said 
Linda Scott, Brooklyn’s com- 
munity director for Common 
Ground, a non-profit group that 
works for the city’s Department 
of Homeless Services to reduce 
street homelessness. 

“Panhandling follows the 
money, so if you go to East 
New York, you don’t see it, but 
in a neighborhood like DUM- 
BO, it’s more prominent.” 
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Cobble Hill on 
a sweatshirt 


BROOKLYN 

SOUTH 



Ariella Cohen 


W hat does the neighborhood 
of Cobble Hill have in com- 
mon with a polluted creek in 
Minnesota, a long-shuttered Boy 
Scout camp in upstate New York 
and an icy Alaskan lake? 

Apparently, some kind of poetic 
connection to overpriced fleece 
jackets. This season, the wizards of 
the sexually suggestive preppy look 
at Abercrombie & Fitch have rolled 
out a new line of men’s fleeces 
named after bucolic-sounding spots 
on the American map, places like 
Bassett Creek, Camp Vigor, Lake 
Indigo — and Cobble Hill. 

The “Cobble Hill” — a zip-up with a “soft-sueded” cotton- 
Polyester blend and embroidered with a chest-spanning banner 
ad for its corporate maker— can be had for $79.50 at your near- 
est A & F location. (Ironically, that’s in Manhattan.) Our neigh- 
borhood pelt differs from its peer fleeces on a few key style 
points. Namely, its not striped and doesn’t have a hood. 

Instead, our fleece is marked with such retro touches as a 
“distressed” print of the word “New York” over the number 
“27,” as if the fleece’s wearer was a lost outfielder — except the 
company didn’t even have the bullocks to write “Brooklyn” in- 
stead of “New York.” The shirt also boasts a high-necked collar 
reminiscent of both a priest and a mid-1980s basketball coach. 
Still, adults could wear this fleece with less shame than they 
may feel in the “Camp Vigor,” a $79 sweatshirt that looks like it 
was made with Gwen Stefani’s toddler in mind. 

“It’s made for a young guy who just started working in an of- 
fice, but wishes he was still the captain of the soccer team,” hy- 
pothesized Cobble Hill resident Elizabeth Cook. 

Others had more specific gripes with the teenybopper purvey- 
or’s appropriation of the 
neighborhood moniker. 

“Enormously lettered 
brand names are not 
what I would call in the 
spirit of Cobble Hill,” 
said Roy Sloane, vice 
president of the Cobble 
Hill Association. 

Sloane said he appreci- 
ated the “understated” cut 
of the jacket in light of re- 
cent neighborhood scuf- 
fles over new develop- 
ment. “The collar is 
high, but its not too, too 
tall,” said, Sloane, a vet- 
eran in the advertising 
ee Abercrombie playing 
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field. As such, he wasn’t surprised to 
on the appeal of the historic hood. 

“Cobble Hill is a classy, elegant place. Of course, they want 
to tap into that,” he said. Fair enough. But Cook pointed out that 
our namesake fleece is a little square. The cool kids wear stripes 
while the “Cobble Hill” gets a high neckline and narrow pockets 
that are described in women’s magazines as “slimming.” We all 
know that Cobble Hill is a good place to raise kids and walk 
dogs while wearing Crocs, but come on, did we need to be re- 
minded by the company that once produced shirts with the slo- 
gan “Wong Brothers Laundry — Two Wongs Can Make it 
White”? This Cobble Hill fan didn’t like that shirt and she does- 
n’t like the new product. So here’s an unsolicited suggestion for 
the company: a T-shirt that reads only, “We are not teenagers any- 
more.” Ariella Cohen is a freelance writer. 


THE KITCHEN SINK 

Leo's Corner Bar has opened where Sparky's used to 
stand, at the comer of Court and Nelson streets in Carroll 
Gardens. Some people are wondering if Leo’s is using the side 
door as its main entrance to make sure it’s officially 100 feet 
away from Brooklyn Blue Feather School on Court Street in 
order to obey the liquor laws. ... If you want to get some dirt 
under your fingernails one last time before the cold weather 
takes hold, you can join other weekend gardeners for a planting 
session on Sunday, Nov. 4 at Boerum Park between Smith, 
Hoyt, Warren and Baltic streets starting at noon. . . . Remember 
the last Carroll Gardens Neighborhood Association town 
hall meeting in August? It was filled to the rafters, so the Asso- 
ciation has chosen a bigger venue, PS 58 at 330 Smith St., for 
its next big meeting on Nov. 19 to hear what the community has 
to say about rezoning, expanding the historic district, etc. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 



Toll Brothers, best known for building suburban McMansions, wants the city to rezone this industrial land along the Gowanus 
Canal — seen from the Carroll Street Bridge — so it can build one or more 1 2-story buildings. 


A tall ‘Toll’ on the Gowanus 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Community activists were 
treated to a glimpse of the 
Gowanus Canal’s high-rise future 
when the Toll Brothers develop- 
ment company, which owns 
property on the western bank of 
the canal, unveiled preliminary 
plans for affordable housing, co- 
op and rental units, and public ac- 
cess to a 40-foot swath of green- 
ery along the canaL 

The Tuesday meeting was not 
open to the public or press, but at- 
tendees said representatives from 
Toll Brothers unveiled plans for a 
mixed-use project featuring sev- 
eral 12-story buildings that would 
rise on a two-block canal-front 
piece of land bounded by Bond, 
Carroll and Second streets, and 
the Gowanus Canal (see map). 

The units proposed for the 
Bond Street side of the project 
would rise only five stories, said 
a person who attended the meet- 
ing, but at least one apartment 
tower along the canal would be 
12 stories. A publicly accessible 
greenway is also part of the plan, 
which was a crowd-pleasing fea- 
ture at the meeting. 

“From our point of view, open 
space adjoining the canal would 
be a very good thing,” said one 
person who was at the briefing. 

Developers have been clamor- 
ing to remake the former manu- 
facturing hub and current toxic 
wasteland, but the Toll Brothers 
presentation, albeit private, was 
one of the first accounts of what a 
property owner might actually do 
with his land if it is rezoned for 
residential development. 

The company would not dis- 
cuss specifics with The Brooklyn 
Paper, but Toll spokesman Ethan 
Geto said, “Building heights are 
consistent with Department of City 
Planning’s framework for the canal.” 

The Department of City Plan- 


ning will shape development on 
both banks of the Gowanus. The 
city is considering a major rezon- 
ing of the area from manufactur- 
ing to residential, though the likely 
result will be a mixture of the two. 

Geto gave few specifics, but did 
say that the company, best known 
for building suburban Mc- 
Mansions, would set aside 20 per- 
cent of the project as city-subsi- 
dized, below-market-rate housing, 
which also is in keeping with the 
Planning Department guidelines. 

It might be enough for the city, 
but one source thinks that Go- 
wanus residents will not consider 
20 percent an adequate exchange 
for the high-rise buildings. 

“I’m sure the community 
would like that percentage to be 
higher,” said a person who was at 
the briefing. 

Building affordable housing in 
a heavily polluted urban area 
would be new territory for Toll 
Brothers, one of the largest luxu- 
ry homebuilders in the U.S. 



Pool time at the YMCA 

Local pols break ground on $5-mil center 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Everybody in the parking lot! 

A coterie of local pols, community activists, 
kids and YMCA members broke ground on the 
Prospect Park Y’s new $5.7-milhon pool center on 
Monday — kicking off an 18-month construction 
project in the Ninth Street facility’s back lot. 

Borough President Markowitz’s office allocat- 
ed $873,000 out of its capital budget for a center 
that “will keep thousands of Brooklynites swim- 
ming and backstroking their way to a long and 
healthy life in Brooklyn,” he said. 

Councilman Bill DeBlasio (who wants to re- 


place Markowitz in 2010) cobbled together 
$500,000 in city funds and Assemblyman James 
Brennan found $250,000 from the state. 

The largest private donation, $100,000, came 
from Brooklyn Heights resident Wids DeLaCour. 

The facility will complement the Y’s original 
pool, a classic (and small) natatorium built in 1927, 
and will feature a six-lane swimming hole that will 
allow the Y to double its existing pool time for kids 
and families. 

Also, the Y plans to expand its “Second Grade 
Swim” classes from the current 300 kids to 1,000 
by the time the pool is complete and filled by 
spring, 2009. 
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Doing the 
Fulton shuffle 

F ulton Street, home to Cake Man 
Raven, an odd assortment of mid- 
dle-class restaurants, and, of course, 
the inestimable Frank’s Lounge, is 
in turmoil. The cause? Money! 

In the past couple of months, 

Fulton Street has seen a tremen- 
dous turnover in businesses. Van- 
ished from the Fort Greene scene 
are Restaurant New Orleans, Keur 
’N Deye, and South Portland An- 
tiques. Gone is Hot Toddie. On its 
way out is Designer Braids and 
Trade, which has been in business 
on Fulton Street for two decades. 

Many of these businesses pros- 
pered through the early stages of gentrification, but the area’s 
growing popularity became, for some, too much of a good thing. 
They were comfortable operating in the relatively slow-paced, 
modest-rent environment of yesteryear, less so in the more de- 
manding, highly competitive, Manhanttanesque Fort Greene and 
Clinton Hill of the future, where rent increases are topless. 

Even some merchants who own their spaces have given up, 
realizing they could make more money with far less work if 
they’d just rent their storefronts to someone else. 

But the loss of old community businesses is disheartening, 
whatever the cause. Take Designer Braids and Trade, between 
St. James Place and Washington Avenue. 

“My landlord said I could stay if agreed to a one-year lease 
with a $900-per-month increase,” said Marion Council-George, 
the owner of Designer Braids. “I couldn’t afford it.” 

Council-George has until February to find a new spot. A Wa- 
verly Avenue site that was going for $900 three years ago is now 
going for $2,400, said Council-George, who grew up in the 




Sibling rivalry? 

You can see the family resemblance in these historic Vanderbilt Avenue carriage houses, between DeKalb and Lafayette avenues. 


Hospital wants to sell a lot 


Dale Charles of the 
Fulton Area Business As- 
sociation has been work- 
ing to stem the exodus of 
small businesses. She 
said Council-George’s 
predicament is not 
unique on Fulton Street 
or in the Fulton Street 

“Some of the proper- 
ty owners won’t even 
have a discussion,” said 
Charles. “They’re pretty 
much raising the rents 
by two or three times. I 
don’t know where they 
minx mey re gomg 10 get meicnanis to pay that kind of money.” 

(So far, it remains unclear who will move in to any of these 
spaces, though rumor has it a green grocer is considering taking 
over the old antique shop, directly across the street from the new 
Fresh Garden grocery store, which is partially stocked and looks 
ready to open any day now.) 

The Senegalese restaurant Keur ’N Deye has been on the 
block between South Portland Avenue and South Elliot Street 
for 17 years. “Our lease went up, and the owner wants the place 
back,” said Salif Ciffe, who owns the restaurant with his wife. 
“The rent went from from $2,500 a month to $4,000.” 

And fashionistas have donned black to mourn the passing of 
Jacob’s Eye, the clothing boutique which, only a block off Ful- 
ton, has succumbed to similar pressures. 

“They had such a distinctive assortment, a really distinctive 
style,” said Ursula Hegewish, head of the Fort Greene Association. 

Who will be able to afford the new rents? Charles is guessing 
some new restaurants will give it a go. Some high-priced ones, 
for sure. Dana Rubinstein is a staff writer for The Brooklyn Paper. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Do you know how to make Myrtle Avenue better? Then 
stop by Pratt Institute on Nov. 13, when the Pratt Design In- 
cubator will brainstorm at Higgins Hall (comer of Lafayette Av- 
enue and St. lames Place). RSVP to Vaidha Kungys at vkungys@ 
myrtleavenue.org. . . . Who said you had to go to Prospect Park 
for puppet shows? Shadow Box Theatre is renting space at 
the Brooklyn Music School Playhouse. This season includes 
“Tobias Turkey: a Thanksgiving Tale,” “Big Annie: An Ameri- 
can Tall Tale.” Call (212) 724-0677 or visit shadowboxtheatre. 
org. . . . Don’t miss AudraRox at a benefit for PS 1 1 on Nov. 
3 at 4 pm. The school is at 419 Waverly Ave., between Gates 
and Greene avenues. We can report first hand that Audra does 
indeed rock! E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn Hospital, the Fort 
Greene medical center that 
has, until recently, been mired 
in bankruptcy, may get at least 
its financial health back by 
selling its parking lot to a pri- 
vate developer. 

“It’s actually part of our re- 
structuring and bankruptcy 
plan,” said hospital spokesman 
Bob Cooper. “There are some 
ideas for that parking lot. But 
there’s nothing concrete.” 

Even so, the news — and the 
sight of surveyors measuring 
the parking lot at the comer of 
Ashland Place and DeKalb Av- 
enue over the past week — has 
prompted concern from some 
and resignation from others. 

“That’s the way things are go- 
ing here,” sighed Ursula Hege- 
wisch, the chair of the Fort 
Greene Association. “The land is 
obviously very valuable, and it 
will most likely be a very tall 
building. We will obviously 
have a corridor of high rises, and 
I don’t know that there’s a whole 
lot that we can do about it” 

Hegewisch was referring to a 
widely supported rezoning earli- 
er this year which allows for 
taller buildings on commercial 
strips like DeKalb Avenue, 
while restricting building heights 
on more residential blocks. 

The parking lot is in a prime 
spot for developers — just three 
blocks from the DeKalb Av- 
enue subway stop and just two 
blocks from the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music. 

“It’s a good location — my 
gosh,” said Roslyn Huebener, 
of Aguayo and Huebener Real- 
ty. “If someone builds on it, he 
could probably build parking 
beneath, and it could be a win- 



This Brooklyn Hospital lot, at Ashland Place and DeKalb Av- 
enue, could be sold to raise cash for the struggling hospital. 


win situation for the hospital.” 

Financially, sure. But commu- 
nity sentiment is another story. 

If she had her druthers, Hege- 
wisch would extend the brown- 
stone row and storefront retail 
that defines the rest of DeKalb 
Avenue as it wends its way east- 
ward toward Pratt Institute. 

And local Councilwoman 
Letitia James (D-Fort Greene) 
would, as usual, like to see 
some affordable housing and 
contextual development — 
something she’s been making 
clear to the hospital’s president, 
with whom she’s spoken “sev- 

“He understands my con- 
cerns,” said James. 


Clinton Hill crime on the mind 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Drug dealing and muggings are up in Clinton 
Hill, residents say, a result of the ongoing influx 
of wealth into the neighborhood. 

“There have been a lot of muggings and purse 
snatchings and things like that,” said Sharon 
Barnes, a 20-year resident who sits on the board of 
the Society for Clinton Hill, which recently held a 
meeting about crime in the area. 

“People reported seeing more broken glass on 
the street from car windows,” added Barnes, while 
several other residents complained of a flourishing 
outdoor dmg trade on Clifton Place, between St. 
James Place and Grand Avenue; on Washington 
Avenue, between Gates and Greene avenues; at 
the intersection of Irving Place, Putnam and Clas- 
son avenues; and at the comer of Washington Av- 
enue and Fulton Street. 

Police statistics for the entire 88th Precinct, which 
includes Fort Greene and Clinton Hill, indicate that 
crime levels remain flat. 

Murder is up since 2001, but not in any statisti- 
cally significant way. And nearly every other cate- 


gory, from rape to burglary to felony assault has 
seen double-digit decreases. 

“There have been no burglaries in last 28 days 
over there,” said Deputy Inspector Philip Sfer- 
razza, the commanding officer of the 88th Pre- 

He did acknowledge that dmg dealing was a 
problem, but “not a major one.” 

“Sometimes people call in because see three or 
four people hanging out and automatically assume 
they’re dealing drugs,” he said. “Sometimes 
they’re just hanging out.” 

Sfeirazza’s comment rankled at least one resident. 

“When people do have an incident, the police 
seem really eager to minimize it, which [residents] 
suspect is because they want to keep the crime 
stats low,” said Barnes. 

Suzanne DeBrango, a 10-year Clinton Hill res- 
ident, added the dmg traffic on Washington Av- 
enue is “just brazen.” 

“They have those dime bags of pot and those 
little bags of crystals, crack I guess. And I mean, 
it’s really a shame, because I’m right across the 
street from PS 1 1 .” — Rubinstein 
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SABA 


Delicious Japanese Cuisine 
& Lunch Buffet 
Free Delivery - Lunch Specials 

SABA JAPANESE RESTAURANT 

125 LIVINGSTON ST. (near Adams St.) 

Downtown Brooklyn 
(718) 935-9888 | Open 7 days 
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Court Express 718 - 237-8888 

Car Service 24 Hour • 7 Day Dispatch 



Join us for a 
Shabbaton Dinner 

featuring Ari Schonbrun, author of 

Miracles & Fate on Floor 78 

The story of how he and others escaped 
The World Trade Center on 9/11. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
Services 4:20 pm 
Dinner at 5:30 pm 

$30 Non-members 
$25 Members, $10 Kids Under 13 


K f Congregation B'nai Avraham 

j 117 Remsen Street - Brooklyn Heights 
" call to reserve (71 8) 596-4840 Ext.l 8 
or email ravraskin@aol.com 
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A midnight mugging 
on Montague Street 


By Harry Cheadle 

The Brooklyn Paper 


84th Precinct 


A teen was ambushed while 
walking home on Clinton Street 
near the comer of Montague 

27. ar ° U 8 ° 



ing the weekend of Oct. 19, and 







dow was open when he stopped 
at the comer of Livingston and 
Court streets around 2 pm. An op- 
portunistic perp grabbed the com- 
puter from the seat during the 15 

Bad light 

Three thugs invaded a woman’s 
car while she waited for the light 
to change, threatening her with a 
knife and stealing her credit cards 
at 2 pm on Oct. 22, although one 
of the perps didn’t get away. 

The 25-year-old victim was 
stopped at the busy intersection 
of Flatbush Avenue and Fleet 
Street when the three men 
opened the door and got in, 
punching and kicking her. One 
of them drew a silver knife while 
the other two searched the car 
for valuables. 

They ran out of the car with 
numerous credit cards, and the 
woman immediately called the 
cops, who canvassed the area 
and arrested one man, but not the 
others, police said. 

Gym gypped 

A woman lost a lot more than 
calories — almost $2,000 — 
when she worked out at the gym 
around noon on Oct. 25. 

The 34-year-old was using a 
machine at a gym near the comer 
of Atlantic Avenue and Court 
Street when her cloth bag was 
taken from beside her. 

While the bag itself was recov- 
ered in the gym trash, its contents 
were not. She lost $750, a Treo 
cellphone, a Louis Vuitton wallet, 
and a $250 gift card. 

Yo! Ow! 

A man was punched in the face 
and robbed as he was exiting a 
subway station on Flatbush and 


POLICE BLOTTER 


DeKalb avenues early on Oct. 27. 

The man had barely finished 
climbing the steps — no doubt 
tired since it was 2 am — when 



rived, they found their sultry sus- 
pects and put them into custody. 

Bad roomie 





the comer of Ashland Place and 
DeKalb Avenue at 12:30 pm 
found it missing when she re- 
turned four hours later. 

The two cars were stolen less 
than a block away from each 
other on Myrtle Avenue. The 
first was a 2002 GM Envoy that 
had been parked near Grand Av- 
enue for only half an hour 
around 7 pm on Oct. 25. 

The other incident occurred 
that night when a 45-year-old man 
parked his 2004 Buick LeSabre at 
the comer of Hall Street at 1 1 pm. 
The gray sedan had disappeared 
by the time he got back to it at 6 
the next morning. 

The last car to be broken into 
wasn’t stolen, but it was almost 
as bad for the 23-year-old victim. 
She had left her black 1998 Lin- 
coln Navigator on Waverly Av- 
enue near Myrtle Avenue around 
9 pm on Oct. 27, but returned an 
hour later to discover that her 
window had been broken and 
her cellphone, $2,000 diamond 
ring, $5,000 gold band, and a 
master copy of a music video — 
which she said was worth $5,100 
— were gone. 

Teen angst 

A trio of 15-year-old girls bru- 
tally assaulted another 15-year-old 
on Oct. 22, but thanks to a witness 
and a nearby patrol, the cops ap- 
prehended the delinquent divas. 

The victim was walking down 
Carlton Avenue and was near 
Fulton Street at around 7 pm 
when the gang approached her 
and began punching and kicking 
her without any warning. 

They also took her wallet, 
which contained $100, but a by- 
stander who watched the attack 
called 911. When the cops ar- 
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Shabbat evening service 
every Friday at 6:30 pm 
Torah study 

every Saturday at 9:30 am 


PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 

8th Avenue at 14th St. 

Sat. mornings at 10:00 am 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 



Shabbat Chayei - Sarah 

Fri., Nov. 2, before 5:34 pm 
Shabbat Toldos 

Fri., Oct. 9, before 4:26 pm 


St. John-St. Matlhew-Emanuel 
Lutheran Church Park Slope 

283 Prospect Ave (5 th and 6 th Aves.) 
(718)768-0528 www.slime.org 
ELCA — Reconciling in Christ 
Sunday Worship 1 1 :00 
Rev. David C. Parsons 


thief said, before the pair ran out 

Stealing home 

A woman’s bag was snatched 
right off her hallway table on 
Oct. 23 by a speedy burglar. 


The 28-year-old victim was in 
the basement of her apartment. 



handgun at the green thumbs, a 
56-year-old woman, a 24-year- 
old man and a 29-year-old man. 

“Give me your stuff,” one of 
the thugs barked, while another 
guarded the entrance to the green 

Apparently, money does grow 
on trees because the garden-rob- 
bing goons got away with $790 
in cash, as well as a watch and 
two gold bracelets. 

They fled west across the 
Cole Street footbridge to Red 
Hook, police said. 

Hoodies 

Three men in dark hooded 
sweatshirts robbed a restaurant 
on Hamilton Avenue near Clin- 
ton Street on Oct. 25, police said. 

The men strode into the res- 
taurant at 2:50 pm with their hoods 
pulled over their faces. Holding a 
black handgun in the air, one of 
the thugs ordered a 37-year-old 
employee to give him the money 
in the safe, “or I’ll shoot,” he said. 

The robbers fled in a blue car 
with $300 in cash and a Sam- 
sung phone. 

Gun to back 

Three armed men attacked a 
woman walking home in Carroll 
Gardens on Oct. 21, police said. 

The woman was on Nelson 
Street near Hicks Street at 8:15 
pm when she felt a hard object 
against her back. When she turned 
to face her mugger, she saw the 
metal glint of a gun and screamed. 
The piercing sound sent the 
wannabe muggers running. 

Two days later, the three sus- 
pects were arrested on Third Street 
near Clinton Street for the attempt- 
ed robbery, police said. They were 
also charged with an Oct. 18 rob- 
bery. — Ariella Cohen 
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New group starts ‘watching’ DUMBO 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Cops came to DUMBO last week to 
tell residents and business owners how 
to protect themselves against the mini- 
crime wave that has hit the neighbor- 
hood since this summer, but a group of 
locals is putting pressure on the police 

Fashion photographer Peter Sunwoo 
founded DlIMBOwatch last month to, he 
says, “show the 84th Precinct that the 
neighborhood is concerned about crime and 
that we want more policing in the area.” 


So far, the neighborhood is getting just 
that. Since the crime wave hit in July, the 
NYPD has stepped up patrolling in 
DUMBO, filling the neighborhood be- 
tween the Manhattan and Brooklyn 
bridges with cops on foot, in patrol cars 
and cruising around in Cushman scooters. 

In spite of an increased police pres- 
ence in the neighborhood (pictured), the 
burglaries have continued. An oft-target- 
ed office building on Washington Street 
was robbed yet again last weekend (see 
page 4). 

That follows an Oct. 7 robbery at a Jay 
Street clothing boutique, an Oct. 10 bur- 


glary in a Plymouth Street apartment, an 
Oct. 15 burglary on Washington Street 
and an Oct. 18 burglary at a Main Street 
building between Front and Water streets. 

The burglaries prompted the DUMBO 
Improvement District to host the crime 
prevention fomm last week at Rice, a 
Thai restaurant on Washington Street. 

“The purpose was to educate the pub- 
lic about how to protect themselves,” said 
Improvement District Executive Director 
Tucker Reed. 

“But it became a forum about how the 
police can do a better job of addressing 
concerns.” 




The B63 crawls down Atlantic Avenue on Wednesday. 
It's Brooklyn's slowest bus, a new study shows. 


How slow can you go? 

If you're the B63, about five-miles-per-hour 


By Zachary Kolodin 

For The Brooklyn Paper 

Bedraggled riders of the B63 bus weren’t the 
least bit surprised to hear that their tortoise-like 
ride is actually the slowest in Brooklyn — averag- 
ing less than 5 miles per hour, according to the 
Straphangers Campaign. 

“It is very slow,” said Lewis Calor of Bay Ridge. 

The B63 crawls up crowded Fifth Avenue from 
Calor’s neighborhood through Sunset Park and Down- 
town before terminating at the western end of Atlantic 
Avenue between Brooklyn Heights and Cobble Hill. 

Straphangers clocked it at 4.9 miles per hour, just 
a tick or so faster than the average pedestrian, who 
motors along at a comparably brisk three miles per 

Some riders have become numb to the pain of a 
commute that takes 90 minutes from end to end — 
longer than an Amtrak to Philadelphia, according to 


the Straphangers’ report. 

“It’s all right,” said Charles Gomez, a Red Hook 
resident. “In the early morning, it does take time, but 
it still gets there.” 

The Straphangers Campaign speculated that the 
slow pace of the B63 was due primarily to traffic- 
flow problems. 

“The B63 goes up Fifth Avenue, so once you hit a 
few red lights, you tend to hit red lights the rest of the 
way up,” said Kate Contino, a Straphangers spokes- 
woman. “We [also] see areas of double parking, 
which slows the bus down.” 

But the group thinks it may have the answer. 

“One measure that may improve speed would be 
[bus priority signals] on buses that helps switch the 
lights [to keep the bus on schedule],” said Contino. 
“Other strategies include wider lanes, and, at high- 
volume areas, we are suggesting pre-boarding fare 
machines.” 
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MODERN MOVE-IN CONDITION, PREWIRED OFFICE SPACE IN DUMBO 


Affordable $20 — $25 psf rents. 

Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants 


Space Available 

Caroline Thebaud 718.222.2505 
Louise Ehrmann 718.222.2506 
Two Trees www.dumbo-newyork.com 


21ST CENTURY TECHNOLOGY 

• 13' CEILINGS 
PLENTIFUL PARKING 
SOME WITH WATER VIEWS 

• 6' WINDOWS 

GREAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
FOUR TELEPHONE SERVICE PROVIDERS 
PREBUILT SPACES AVAILABLE 


‘Park’ meeting 
rescheduled! 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Now it can be told: the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Conser- 
vancy postponed this Tuesday 
night’s public meeting about 
future programming in the pro- 
posed park because The Brook- 
lyn Paper is so damn good. 

Apparently, our preview arti- 
cle about the meeting (“Bridge 
Park people ready to listen,” 
Oct. 27) generated such a mas- 
sive response that Conservancy 
Executive Director Marianna 
Koval realized she needed a 
bigger space to contain the mul- 


titudes of people who read the 
story and were inspired to con- 
tribute their two cents. 

“It was a positive piece . . . 
that generated a level of interest 
that [showed] we needed more 
time to prepare,” Koval said. 

She’s now hunting for a big- 
ger room — and we’ll be hunt- 
ing for more “positive” stories 
at the Nov. 26 meeting. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park Conser- 
vancy programming and recre- 
ation meeting (location to be 
announced), Nov. 26, 6:30 pm. 
Call (718) 802-0603 for informa- 
tion. — Adam F. Hutton 
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daycare 8 boarding 

222-4900 

yara-iOpra weekdays, 9atti-l0pm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 5 SAFE 

• web cams - watcn your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinkiered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 5 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


FLF1T SCREED TUs 

American Housewares is now 
carrying a select line of new 

FLAT SCREEN HDTVs... 

Stop in today, and have 
a new TV in time for 

FOOTBALL SUNDAY! 


85 Court Street in Downtown Brool..,„ 
Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 
Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 


AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 


CD HI® 


ne Delivery within Brooklyn 



JOIN US IN 
NOVEMBER 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2007 AT 4:00 RM. 

Monthly Tot Shabbat 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2007 AT 7:00 P.M. 

Ladies Night Out - Wine, Cheese and Jewelry Party 
$5 donation 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2007 AT 7:00 P.M. 

Journey Through Judaism 
With Rabbi Shriner-Cahn 
Class meets monthly 
Members $50 for the course 
Non-members $75 for the course 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2007 AT 6:30 RM. 

Musical Shabbat 


a* 


TALKING TALMUD 

With Rabbi Potasnik 
Coffee and Cake will be served 
Monthly class meets 

Nov.20, Dec. 4, Jan. 15, Feb. 12, Mar.ll and Apr.l 
Members $50 for the course 
Non-members $75 for the course 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza West 
(718) 875-9124 
MountSinai250@aol.com 




Something for Everyone at 

YANKEE FAIR 


• Children’s Street Fair 
including crafts, games, 
bouncers, exotic pet 
show, silhouettes, 
puppet show and 
pony rides 


• Children’s Clothing 
•Vintage Clothing 

• Holiday Crafts Sale 

• Books, CDs and DVDs 



• Homemade Lunch 
(12-2 p.m.) 

• Raffle 

Orange Street, 
(between Hicks 
and Henry Streets) 
Brooklyn Heights 


Have you seen us lately? 



Heights Vision Center 


132 Montague St. • Brooklyn Heights • (718) 852-1149 

www.doctorstuartfriedman.com 
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WINDSOR TERRACE, KENSINGTON 


Actresses 
and their ink 

i 


PS... 

I LOVE YOU 



think I’ll write a children’s book. I 
that much 

of a stretch. I know how to put 
words together in interesting ways. 

Of course I’ve never done that partic- 
ular type of writing before, but that 
certainly hasn’t stopped other non- 
kids-book writers from the trade. 

Indeed, hearing Julianne Moore 
last Thursday at the Barnes and No- 
ble on Seventh Avenue reading from 
her new children’s book, “Freckle- 
face Strawberry,” has given me 
hope. After all, she’s never had any- 
thing published before — and I 
have! And, anyway, it’s easy — 
right? There aren’t that many words, 
and all I need is a good moral, or 
some kind of childhood affliction Wendy Ponte 

that turns out to not matter after all. I 

didn’t have an annoying childhood nickname like Moore’s Freck- 
leface Strawberry. But I did have awfully hairy arms for a 9-year- 
old girl, and the boy sitting next to me at school teased me all year 
until I finally convinced my mother to let me use bleach. Maybe I 
could call my book “Gorilla Girl,” or just plain “Hairyette.” 

One thing is for sure, if I become a children’s book author, I 
will never keep my audience waiting for a half an hour, the way 
Moore did, her fans packed into the steamy children’s book de- 
partment in too-few folding chairs. And my audience would be 
mostly real kids. Moore’s audience was mostly grown-up 
women. 

Barbara Ensor, who belongs to my writer’s group (I wonder 
if Moore has a writer’s group like I do), is a children’s book au- 
thor all the time and never acts in movies at all. She lives right 
here in Park Slope and she wrote “Cinderella (as if you didn’t 
already know the story)”, which has gotten great reviews. 

“It’s kind of flattering, in a way, that all these famous people 
think that writing a children’s book is so cool,” Ensor told me. 

“On the other hand, I 
find myself thinking, 
gosh, it must be so easy, 
what I’m doing.” 

In all fairness, Moore’s 
book is perfectly sweet. 
The writing is just fine. 
But it isn’t brilliant and 
it certainly isn’t unique. 
Ensor writes with a 
quirky style that couldn’t 
be duplicated by some- 
one else. Moore said she 
wrote the first draft of 
her book in her Filofax 
on an airplane. Ensor 
pn_—_ ip— works and re-works her 
stories in excruciating 
detail. Sometime the 
words flow easily, but the thought process is extremely complex. 
I know, because I see her in action every week in our group. 

If I were inclined to choose a children’s book based on the au- 
thor’s name, I would be much more likely to pick up a book by 
Jon Scieszka, Mo Willems, or Julie Markes, all of whom live 
here in the Slope, than one written by Madonna, Jamie Lee Cur- 
tis, Katie Couric, or Naomi Judd (yes, they all got their kids’ 
books published, mostly because of their last — or in Madon- 
na’s case, only — name). 

Let’s face it, if I saw “Freckleface Strawberry” on a shelf in 
the bookstore, written by Jane Smith, I probably wouldn’t even 
pick it up — since neither I nor my daughter has red hair and 
freckles. My kid has never heard of Julianne Moore — so that’s 
no draw. Admittedly, she does go for the books that Julie An- 
drews has written because who wouldn’t want to read a book 
written by Maria von Trapp? And who wouldn’t want to read a 
book by Inspector Clouseau, or Steve Martin, as us adults call 
him? His alphabet book was just released last week. 

Of course, she’s a big fan of me, her mother, as well. So 
maybe I will write that book. Or perhaps, on second thought, I’ll 
just tell her a bedtime story and leave it at that. 

Wendy Ponte is a freelance writer who lives in Park Slope. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

How about that new sitting area and tree pits at PS 321? 
That school is certainly trying to hold onto its neighborhood 
street cred now that PS 1 07 is catching up in cachet. . . . Our pal 
David Shenk will be headlining a forum at 7:30 pm on Nov. 14 
at the Seventh Avenue Barnes and Noble called “Caring for 
an Aging Relative.” Shenk earned his seat at the table with his 
landmark Alzheimer’s book, “The Forgetting.” In other Shenk- 
related news, at the Prospect Park Alliance gala earlier this 
month, somebody bid $750 for a copy of the author’s latest book 
about chess, a handmade set of game pieces and a spirited game 
against the auteur. . . . We ran into our pal, kid’s book legend Jon 
Scieszka, the other day and he told us about his forthcoming 53- 
book cycle of books called “Trucktown.” Many of the characters 
are based on kids Scieszka has met at PS 321. . . . What’s with 
those Sanitation trucks taking up all of 14th Street? Hey, 
New York’s Strongest: Just because it’s quiet down there between 
Second and Third avenues doesn’t mean you own the place. 

. . . The entire student population of Berkeley Carroll's middle 
and upper school will be making pottery bowls and selling them 
for $10 apiece. It’s part of the school’s fight against world hunger. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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A panoply of local celebs broke ground on Prospect Park Y's new aquatic center this week. 

Pool time at the 9th St. Y 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Everybody in the parking lot! 

A coterie of local pols, community ac- 
tivists, kids and YMCA members broke 
ground on the Prospect Park Y’s new $5.7- 
million pool center on Monday — kicking 
off an 18-month construction project in the 
Ninth Street facility’s back lot. 

Borough President Markowitz’s office al- 


located $873,000 out of its capital budget 
for a center that “will keep thousands of 
Brooklynites swimming and backstroking 
their way to a long and healthy life in 
Brooklyn,” he said. 

Councilman Bill DeBlasio (who wants to 
replace Markowitz in 2010) cobbled togeth- 
er $500,000 in city funds and Assemblyman 
James Brennan found $250,000 from the 
state. 

The largest private donation — $100,000 


— came from Brooklyn Heights resident 
Wrds DeLaCour. 

The facility will complement the Y’s origi- 
nal pool, a classic (and small) natatorium built 
in 1927, and will feature a six-lane swimming 
hole that will allow the Y to double its exist- 
ing pool time for kids and families. 

Also, the Y plans to expand its “Second 
Grade Swim” classes from the current 300 
kids to 1,000 by the time the pool is com- 
plete and filled by spring, 2009. 


So, just how slow can you go? 

If you're the B63, about five miles per hour 



By Zachary Kolodin 

For The Brooklyn Paper 

Bedraggled riders of the B63 
bus weren’t the least bit surprised 
to hear that their tortoise-like ride 
is actually the slowest in Brooklyn 
— averaging less than 5 miles per 
hour, according to the Straphangers 
Campaign. 

“It is very slow,” said Lewis 
Calor of Bay Ridge. 

The B63 crawls up crowded Fifth 
Avenue from Calor ’s neighborhood 
through Sunset Park and Downtown 
before terminating at the western 
end of Atlantic Avenue. 

Straphangers clocked it at 4.9 
miles per hour, just a tick or so faster 
than the average pedestrian, who 
motors along at a comparably brisk 
three miles per hour. 

Some riders have become numb 
to the pain of a commute that takes 
90 minutes from end to end — 
longer than an Amtrak to Philadel- 
phia, according to the Straphangers’ 


“It’s all right,” said Charles 
Gomez, a Red Hook resident. “In 
the early morning, it does take time, 
but it still gets there.” 

The Straphangers Campaign 
speculated that the slow pace of the 
B63 was due primarily to traffic- 
flow problems. 

“The B63 goes up Fifth Avenue, 
so once you hit a few red lights, you 
tend to hit red lights the rest of the 
way up,” said Kate Contino, a 
Straphangers spokeswoman. “We 
[also] see areas of double parking, 
which slows the bus down.” 

But the group thinks it may have 
the answer. 

“One measure that may improve 
speed would be [bus priority signals] 
on buses that helps switch the lights 
[to keep the bus on schedule],” said 
Contino. “Other strategies include 
wider lanes, and, at high- volume ar- 
eas, we are suggesting pre-boarding 
fare machines.” 


The $40-a-month health risk? 


By Zachary Kolodin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


The city’s post-9-11 reality hit home 
last week with Prospect Heights co-op 
owners, who grumbled about the possible 
health effects of a city plan to install cellu- 
lar phone equipment on their roof. 

Engineers from Northrop Grumman Cor- 
poration presented the city plan for an 
“Emergency Communications System” to 
25 residents of tony 50 Plaza Street East 


last Monday night — but were met with 
skepticism about whether the possible 
health risks of the cellular equipment are 
worth the $40 a month each family would 
receive. 

“Forty dollars a month is not worth it,” 
said David Monico, a resident of the posh 
building. “For that amount of money, this is 
a waste of my time.” 

The engineers from Northrop Grumman, 
which has a $500-million contract to install 
the communications equipment citywide, 


said there was no avoiding the antennas go- 
ing up somewhere in Prospect Heights. 

“There really is no alternative,” one engi- 
neer, John Moritz, explained. 

Approximately 20 percent of the 400 an- 
tenna sites will be in Brooklyn. 

Moritz disputed the assertion that cell- 
phone equipment causes health problems, 
citing studies that have found no negative 
health effects. That said, Moritz confessed 
that Northrop Grumman “will not place the 
equipment on a public school.” 
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daycare 8 boarding 

718 222-4900 

yam-iopm weekdays, 9am-i0pm weekends 

2 supervised playgrounds - fun G SAFE 
— L — , _ watch you 


curbside pick up and drop... 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 
[ • multi-pet 5 long-term boarding discounts 

]Tj DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


GRAND OPENING of 

ELADIA REALTY, LLC 

LOCATED IN PARK SLOPE AT 254 FLATBUSH AVENUE 



*4% Broker's fee on all exclusive listings. 


254 Flatbush Avenue (between St. Marks & Prospect PI. 

(718) 230-7560 • (718) 230-7563 (FACSIMILE) 
EMAIL: INFO@ELADIA REALTY.COM 


Klezmer & 
Yiddish 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

Kids’ Klezmer Time 

4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Sing out loud and stomp your feet with 
The Strauss/Warschauer Klezmer Duo 
For preschoolers & kindergartners 

Workweek Wind-Down 

6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Get in the mood for Shabbat with a glass 
of red, white, or sparkling soda - 
plus a bit of klezmer. 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Our musical guests Deborah Strauss and 
Jeff Warschauer will add a special sound. 

Eastern Europe 

Pot Luck Dinner & Music 

7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

What kind of food goes with klezmer music? 
You supply your favorite Russian/Polish 
comfort food.* We’ll supply the 
beverages and musical entertainment by 
The Strauss/Warschauer Klezmer Duo. 

*No pork or shellfish, please. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

Breakfast Torah Study 

9:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 

Bagels, coffee, and a friendly study group. 
Topic: Tikkun Olam: Repairing the World. 

Shabbat Service 

10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Tot Shabbat 

11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

Singing, dancing, and a little Yiddish 
for toddlers, preschoolers, and their 
adult guest — with Jewish song leader 
Debbie Brukman. 

Lunch with a Taste of Yiddish 

12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Our resident Yiddish expert Zeva Roschko 
will introduce us to yiddish folk songs, 
lullabies, love songs, and protest songs. 
Lunch provided courtesy of the 
Union Temple Synaplex Committee. 


UNION TEMPLE 



17 Eastern Parkway 


718-638-7600 
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All dressed up 

Park Slope was dressed to the nines on Wednesday for All Hallows Eve, better known as Halloween. (Clockwise from top left) As always, 
Borough President Markowitz (dressed as "Mr. Brooklyn") and his wife Jamie led the neighborhood's beloved Halloween Parade, while 
our editor, Gersh Kuntzman, learned the age-old lesson that everyone loves a man in drag. On Sunday, the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens' 
"Ghouls and Gourds" festival brought out the creative side in many tykes, including a big-headed girl, a little chicken, a cute pumpkin 
and an angel-and-devil pair of siblings (imagine the rivalry in that house!). 


A tall ‘Toll’ on the Gowanus 
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Robbed at 
knifepoint 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Two men were robbed a 
knifepoint by an unshaven 
thief on Union Street on Oct. 
26, cops said. 

The two victims were near 
the comer of Sixth Avenue at 
around 10:15 pm when a 5- 
foot-10 man approached and 
pulled out two knives, cops 
said. 

The first victim, 22, handed 
over $40 and the second, age 
25, gave up $10 before the sus- 
pect, described in police reports 
as a white Hispanic man in his 
early 20s wearing a white hood- 
ie and looking like “he hasn’t 
shaved in a few days,” fled 
eastbound on Union Street. 

Canceled perp 

Cops collared a perp who 
tried to buy postal money or- 
ders using a credit card that be- 
longed to someone else on Oct. 
23, cops said. 

The 19-year-old pulled out 
the fraudulant plastic inside the 
Van Brunt station on Ninth 
Street between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues at around 4 pm and 
tried to use it to buy two 
$850.85 money orders. 

The clerk figured out that 
something was wrong when the 
perp tried to use the other per- 
son’s identification, too. 

Fresh fruit 

A woman’s wallet was stolen 
out of her bag while she shopped 
at the farmers’ market in Grand 
Army Plaza on Oct. 20. 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 

To advertise in this weekly 
directory call Laura at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Brown Memorial 
Baptist Church 


718 - 638-6121 


718 - 832-1266 


CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 




Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
\ House for Prayer / A Home for People 

718-875-9124 




Brooklyn 

Heights 

Synagogue 


A warm, welcoming, and Jewishly 

life-long learning and to caring for 
the world and each other. 
Please join us! 


PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 

8th Avenue at 14th St. 


C 768-1453 e A 


Shabbat Shalom! 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
RabbiAaron L. Raskin 

Candle -:^0 l 
L ighting 

Shabbat Chayei - Sarah 

Fri., Nov. 2, before 5:34 pm 
Shabbat Toldos 

Fri., Oct. 9, before 4:26 pm 


St. John— St. Matthew-Emanuel 
Lutheran Church Park Slope 

283 Prospect Ave (5 th and 6 th Aves.) 
(718)768-0528 www.stime.org 
ELCA — Reconciling in Christ 
Sunday Worship 11:00 
Rev. David C. Parsons 


The 30-year-old victim told 
cops that she was in the popu- 
lar greenmarket at around 1:50 
pm and was “sampling food” 
when she “felt herself being 
bumped.” 

Moments later, when she 
looked for her Kenneth Cole 
wallet, it — and the $40 inside 

— was gone. 

Sick bird 

Someone took $5,000 in de- 
signer jeans from a Seventh Av- 
enue boutique at around closing 
time on Oct. 21. 

The manager of Bird, which 
is between 14th and 15th 
streets, told cops that she didn’t 
notice who took the 50 pairs of 
jeans shortly before 6:30 pm. 

Cops are investigating. 

Nearsighted 

A local optical store fell for 
the oldest trick in the book, al- 
lowing a perp to ring up close 
to $1,200 in designer eyewear 
on a cancelled credit card, cops 

The suspect entered Park 
Slope Optical, which is on Flat- 
bush Avenue between Bergen 
Street and Sixth Avenue, at 
around 3:30 pm on Aug. 24, 
and proceeded to pick out two 
Prada frames and two Dolce 
and Gabbana frames. 

When it came time to pay, 
the criminal pulled out a credit 
card, which was promptly de- 
clined by the in-store machine. 

That’s when the perp called 
her bank and gave the clerk a 
supposedly valid authorization 
code, cops said. 

The clerk processed the sale 
with that code — but it turned 
out to be false. 

The store noticed the crime 
almost two months later, when 
the bill came. The card was reg- 
istered to a Queens woman. 

Burgs in burg 

At least three apartments 
were robbed last week, cops 
said. Here’s a roundup: 

• Two laptops — an Apple and 
an IBM clone — were swiped 
from an Eighth Avenue apart- 
ment on Oct. 22. The 25-year-old 
victim told cops that the crime 
must have occurred between 8:40 
am and 8:50 pm when he arrived 
back at his first-floor apartment, 
which is between Sixth and Sev- 
enth avenues. 

• Two more laptops — again, 
an Apple and a PC — were tak- 
en from a Seventh Avenue 
apartment on Oct. 25, cops said. 

The 23-year-old tenant said 
she was not in the apartment, 
which is between Seventh and 
Eighth streets, between 10:30 
am and 5 pm. 

• One Dean Street apartment 
was robbed while the tenant 
was in the bathroom on Oct. 25. 

The 45-year-old victim told 
cops that she heard noises down- 
stairs at around 2:15 pm, but 
when she checked it out, she dis- 
covered only that her laptop and 
$200 was gone and the basement 
door of the building, which is be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues, 
was unlocked. 

Wheely bad 

At least three 
stolen — and one broken into 

— in the neighborhood last 
week. Here’s a roundup: 

• A woman told cops that she 
had parked her 2000 Mercury 
Sable on Ninth Street, between 
Second and Third avenues, at 
around 7 pm on Oct. 24. But by 
the next morning, it \ 

• A man’s 2000 
van was stolen from 


•Them 
he returned t 
later, the vai 
beloved by hi ^ 
tion workers alike — was gone. 

• A rental car agency was 
robbed of an almost new Chevy 
Impala, which had been parked 
near the company’s Warren 
Street office. 

The manager told 
the Chevy had been parked be- 
tween Third and Fourth avenues 
on Oct. 19 at around 8 am. When 
he needed the car again — on 
Oct. 26 — it was gone. 

• A Nissan was robbed of its 
airbags on Oct. 24, cops said. 

The victim told police that 
he’d left the car on Fourth 
Street between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues at around 8 am. 
When he returned to the car just 
four hours later, he found it 
stripped of its supplimental re- 
straint system — which is 
worth $1 ,155 on the black mar- 
ket, cops said. 


WHY ADVERTISE 

IN THE BROOKLYN PAPER? 



We got back over 
100 coupons for 
our black & white 
cookies in only five 
days! Thanks 
Eric Ross & 
Brooklyn Paper, 

-Busy Chef, 
Brooklyn Heights 


(718) 834-9350 
www.brooklynpaper.com 
55 Washington Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
ads@brooklynpaper.com 
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^ Brooklyn’s Best ^ 

HOTEL 

Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 



3218 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, ny Sheepshead Bay 

(betw. Coyle & Bragg) E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com 

^ Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel: (718) 368-3334 



PARK SLbfc>E 

191 15TH ST. BROOKLYN 
T: 7 18. 965. 6200 
OPEN 24HRS 



Baseball Cards 
Comics • Toys 
Sports Cards 
Bought & Sold 

The Baseball Card 

DUGOUT 



BAY RIDGE 

9215 4TH AVE. BROOKLYN 
T:718. 238. 9400 
OPEN 24HRS 


www. harborfitness.cor 


Good at any location. 


□AY 

TRY ALL 

PASS 


Must be 1 8 years of age or elder. Local residents w 
valid driver’s license. Not valid if free trial has been 
used in past 1 2 months. For first time guest only. 








Read your local stoop here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com 
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If the syringe 
don’t fit... 


YELLOW 

HOOKER 


Matthew Lysiak 


N ow that several weeks have pass- 
ed since our community was 
tabbed the “steroid capital of the 
world,” at least one thing is clear. Bay 
Ridge deserves some answers. 

Lowen’s Pharmacy and Dolphin Fit- 
ness have been named by authorities in 
the ongoing steroid probe, yet only one 
charge has actually been filed, no one 
has been jailed, and even more inexpli- 
cably, all three remain open for business. 

Am I the only one wondering if 
we’ve learned nothing from Richard 
Jewel? Of course, you remember ex- 
security guard Richard Jewell, who 
was accused of bombing the 1996 
Olympics, yet was never charged. He then underwent a trial-by- 
media before he was eventually exonerated - then sued several 
media outlets and got millions. 

But almost 12 years later, government officials are still chirping 
like birds. In May, state agents raided Lowen’s, whch is at the cor- 
ner of Bay Parkway and 69th Street, pulling out $200,000 in 
steroids, they claimed. A second raid on Oct. 16 yielded $7.2 mil- 
lion in human growth hormone, they claimed again. 

After the second raid, law enforcement wasn’t as tight-lipped as 
it usually is. 

“It was a closed circle,” once source told the Daily News. 
“Lowen’s processed thousands of prescriptions a month from a 
stable of doctors. Customers found out about these doctors . . . 
through the gyms.” That newspaper — and others — said that 
sources identified Dolphin Fitness, on Bay Ridge Parkway, as a 
mid-referral service. 

I admit the innocent- 
until-proven-guilty thing 
has become a dated con- 
cept in this day and age, 
but imagine the daunting 
task of running a busi- 
ness, in a small close-knit 
community like Bay 
Ridge, amid charges that 
haven’t even been for- 
mally made. 

After all, if there isn’t 
enough evidence to shut 
down these places after at 
least five months of in- 
vestigating, how is there 
enough to publicly point 
the finger? 

Maybe the charges are true, but to this columnist, that’s a hard 
sell. So far, there’s been months of investigation that have revealed, 
at best, that a few consenting adults have chosen to hurt themselves 
(or potentially heal themselves, if you believe Suzanne Somers, who 
swears that human growth hormone is the fountain of youth). 

But no matter what happens, the truth is that residents will al- 
ways view Dolphin Fitness and Lowen’s with suspicion — and in 
a small town like ours, reputation is one thing you can’t get back. 

If Lowen’s and Dolphin Gym are ultimately vindicated (not that 
they’ve even been charged yet!), then this columnist hopes that at 
least they learn a thing or two from the Richard Jewel case — the 
lawsuit part of the case, that is. 

Matthew Lysiak is a freelance writer who lives in Bay Ridge. 
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A neighborhood group has gotten construction of this synogogue at 60th Street and 20th Avenue stopped — but for how long? 


‘Watchdogs’ claim victory as 
synagogue construction halts 


By Michael Giardina 

for The B rooklyn Paper 

Work on a new synagogue 
on 60th Street was halted by 
the city after a neighborhood 
watchdog group discovered 
that the developers were plan- 
ning to build a structure taller 
than current zoning allows, 
along with other violations 
within the building code. 

The Department of Buildings 
blocked construction of the 
building. Congregation Tefiloh 
Ledovid, which is rising on a 
vacant lot near 21st Avenue, in 
July after neighbors lodged 18 
complaints. 

The year-old “Neighborhood 
Preservation Group” claims its 
members made the calls. 

“In this case, the department 
disapproved the permit applica- 
tion after raising objections over 
non-compliance with the build- 
ing code,” said Kate Lindquist, a 
Buildings Department spokes- 
woman. 

According to Lindquist, the 
blueprints failed to demonstrate 
that sprinklers would be in- 
stalled in the cellar, that exit 
signs would be put up, that the 
building would have handicap 


access, and that the walls would 
have the correct fire rating. 

Also, the synagogue would 
have been 45 feet, a violation of 
the 33-foot height limitation. 

“They wanted to do a lot of 
things in that building, but we 
smoked them out,” said Natalie 
DeNicola, a resident of 61st 
Street, and an organizer of the 
group. 

DeNicola says the group, 
which is comprised of 85 fami- 


By Matthew Lysiak 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


lies, wants to prevent illegal con- 
struction in Bensonhurst. DeNi- 
cola and others say is building 
outside of code is rampant in the 
area as builders rush to construct 
much-sought housing. 

She claims that her members 
made the 311 calls that got the 
project shut down, though this 
claim could not be verified be- 
cause the city’s 311 system is 
anonymous. 

The group, which meets every 


other month at St. Athanasius, a 
Bay Parkway church, was also 
responsible for getting a “stop 
work” order on four homes 
along 61st Street, from 18th Av- 
enue to 21st Avenue. 

“Quality of life is changing 
and we don’t want that to hap- 
pened,” said Joe Oliva, a resident 
for 61st Street for over 77 years, 
and avid member of the group. 

The owner of the synagogue 
declined to comment. 


New Utrecht Church turns 330! 


Once you hit 330, that’s when everything really 
goes down hill. 

More than 100 residents showed up last Saturday 
at the New Utrecht Reformed Church to celebrate the 
old parish’s 330th birthday with an old-fashioned 
church dinner, followed by worship and stories 
chronicling tnree centuries of enduring the elements. 

“It’s the third-oldest continuous structure in 
Brooklyn,” said local history buff David Elligers. 
“In 1790, George Washington even paid a visit, 
staying at a local farmer’s inn at the comer of 84th 
Street and 16th Avenue.” 


The historic church, which is now at its “new” 
location at 18th Avenue and 84th Street, was found- 
ed in 1677 and is considered by historians to be 
among Brooklyn’s most-cherished structures, espe- 
cially the New Utrecht Parish House with its mag- 
nificent stained-glass windows. 

The main church building and sanctuary located 
next door dates back to 1828 and has had to under- 
go extensive repairs just to keep it standing. 

The Friends of New Utrecht, a group of resi- 
dents whose goal is church preservation, have 
helped to raise enough funds to complete a roof- 
restoration and are currently raising more in hopes 
of next renovating the walls and the interior. 



• 25 years in business 

• Convenient location 

(off Exit 5 on the Belt Pkwy, 
B6 bus stops in front) 


• Ample parking on premises 

• 24 hour security 

• Easy Taxi Cab Access 

• Food Deliveries 


oSsfefc, 

Harbor Motor Inn 

1730 Shore Parkway 
(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: (718) 946-9200 
r*1 Fax: (718) 266-0888 ®# 


Brooklyn Do? House 
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daycare 8 boarding 

718 222-4900 

yam-iopm weekdays, 9am-i0pm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 
| • web cams- watch your dog play 

I • curbside pick up and drop off 
I • air-conditioned / sprinkled building 
I • individual attention 

I • multi-pet 6 long-term boarding discounts 

' 327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Congress just doesn’t get it! 


Why isn't Congress 
moving to stop the flow 
of illegal immigrants 
into the country? 

Mike Ricatto President 


BetterLeadershipAmerica.or g 


THE KITCHEN SINK 

Give that man a raise: Even though Gov. Spitzer announced his 
U-tum on the illegal aliens’ driver’s license proposal, state Sen. 
Marty Golden's spokesman, John Quaglione, had a press re- 
lease in our “In” basket the same day. That’s a hard-working public 
(or, more accurately, Golden) servant. ... A stretch of homes on 
84th Street between Colonial and Third avenues were 
spooked out for Halloween and looked fantastic. . . . Best deal in 
Bay Ridge? A generous bag of date sweetened yogurt-covered pret- 
zels for under $2.50 at Appletree on Third Avenue near 80th. . . . 
This week’s cold spell means the Shore Road basketball 
courts, at 79th Street and Shore Road, are unofficially closed for 
the summer. We had a good run, but now it is time for The Sink to 
balloon up on Peppino's Vodka pizza (which is our winter tradi- 
tion). . . . Anyone notice less dog poop on Ridge Boulevard 
lately? We have! E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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He leaves bar, then is jumped by 7 


By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


A 26-year-old man was 
jumped by seven men who fol- 
lowed him home after an argu- 
ment at a Fifth Avenue bar on 
Oct. 28. 

The victim said he got into an 
argument with a man at the bar, 
near 95th Street, then left. But at 
1:45 am, as he neared the comer 
of 95th Street and Marine Av- 




covered that it — and $50 inside 
— had vanished from the prem- 
ises, which is near 70th Street. 

Steve Doe 

A 25-year-old man was 
stabbed several times by a myste- 


rious man named Steve on Oct. 
27, cops said. 

The victim told police that the 
man came up to him and began an 
argument at the comer of 13th Av- 
enue and 69th Street at 4:30 am, 
then pulled out a knife and stabbed 


him several times in the shoulder 
and once in the upper thigh. 

The wounded man was taken 
by ambulance to a nearby hospi- 
tal, where he was treated for his 
cuts, which were not considered 
serious, according to cops. 


Loose Dentures? 


GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morni 





*0NLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 
*with a puchase of MDI 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 


The man couldn’t give a de- 
scription of his attacker, but did 

Purse snatch 

A thief stole a 26-year-old 
woman’s purse, which contained 
$3,000, from a bar on Fifth Av- 
enue near 81st Street, at 1 am on 
Oct. 27. 


62nd Precinct 


Drive-thru rob 



The couple was near Shore 
Parkway at around 10:45 pm 
when the first perp rushed the 
78-year-old man from behind 
and socked him with his firearm, 
taking his property as he lay on 
the ground. Moments later, the 
second perp attacked his wife, 
pushing her to the ground and 
taking her purse. 

The thieves ran off with $50, 
and credit and debit cards, police 

Ridge of crime 


The apartments of two Bay 
Ridge Parkway residents were 



A man had his 1997 Nissan 






Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 
Exp. Date: 


tnttim f mH 

PARK SLO^E 

191 15TH ST. BROOKLYN 
T:718. 965. 6200 
OPEN 24HRS 


- 1 Pri _n 

BAY RIDGE 

9215 4TH AVE. BROOKLYN 
T:71 8.238.9400 


www. harborfitness.com 


□AY 

TRY ALL 

PASS 


OPEN 24HRS 


Good at any location. 


Must be 1 8 years of age or older. Local residents with 
valid driver’s license. Not valid if free trial has been 
used in past 1 2 months. For first time guest only. 


NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 

he^estabMsh^m^! order^s^Nng^nTothe^Infs^i^ses^at 

CADNET ADS 

Adoption { 

1 Income Opportunities 

DISNEY., CHRISTMAS,, Birthdays. Love. 


li ^FinancbT^ assistant WS&mE t 

1 Internet 

= e 


repos TruSs] SUVs," etc! 
For listings 1-800-425-1620x1084 

I nssn 


SsSsS 


■C ZZH 

— 1 



ACCEPTED!! Call 888-750-0310. 



ii^fr^^o^.^-SOO-bb^-Wisi^ Ext.°841 

£3g?»s i Era 

ES“^ DmM ' P 

flJppSS 













i — 

— — 

£|j!p*3S5 1 S 


is iSSAas* si 




SSIIIP 


Wanted to Buy 




SCAN ADS 

1 

r =- 

lisifpss 





Eiss 



waSSmSM 



ISPBB 



Call Joanna Today: #1:888-248-7125 

1 

earn ntl ^2"0^0^0/^ O^ Y^Hdwide Sln C S on^ a rts , 
included! NO 




&,ah Uke Clockwork! How to build a web site 




1 Miscellaneous 

Education & Training 

Si'SSJSiSSSS^SaS: 


ScT “ months FREE - credit 


f^ggSSSS 




— o- — 



Ssp«d H sSto *' R L Tat b Broadband 

SsSraS* 




wmmms 

HI® 













November 3, 2007 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 




WHY? 


The highest percentage of New York's elderly population is concentrated 
in the Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights and Bensonhurst Communities. 


The Only Available Emergency Room 
in the Immediate Area is at Victory. 


Emergency rooms at neighboring hospitals are already overcrowded 
and cannot accommodate any more patients. 

Traffic can make reaching them a 40 minute journey. 

Who will accept responsibility for the consequences 
of taking emergency care away from this community? 



Tell The Governor 

We Need And Deserve Health Care Here 1 . 


Hon. Eliot Spitzer 


Richard F. Daines, M.D. 


Website: www.ny.gov/ governor 
Click on "Contact the Governor" 


Governor, New York State 
State Capitol 
Tel. 518-474-8390 


Commissioner, New York State 
Department of Health 
Tel. 518-474-2011 

E-Mail: mmj02@health.state.ny.us 







Read your local stoop here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com 



Reader mail 
— a tradition 

I t can be lonely writing a newspa- 
per column. You think long and 
hard about a topic — this can be 
combined with watching “House” — 
do some “research” and then elec- 
tronically dash off as many as five or 
six hundred words to your editor. 

Then you wait for a reaction. 

Positive, negative; it doesn’t matter. 

It’s just nice to get something back. 

Sometimes you never do get a re- 
action, not even from your editor, 
who is pretty busy and does not open 
e-mails right away unless the subject 
line says something like: $$$$ UR- 
GENT: HELP ME GET OIL MIL- 
LIONS OUT OF NIGERIA. 

But then again, sometimes you 
do. This column is for all the beau- 
tiful people who took the time to write and tell me what they 
thought of Beside the Point. 

My very first letter came from Laura Hofman, who was upset 
that I minimized the allegedly widespread racism in Greenpoint 
in the 1970s and 1980s in my column on the McCarren Park 
pool fiasco. 

In her view, white racists in the neighborhood were responsi- 
ble for the fact that the pool has been closed for two decades. 
Hofman says that they are still around, citing as evidence that 
she had her “butt kicked many times for walking down to 
Franklin Street to visit my Puerto Rican friends.” 

As I have never walked in Hofman ’s shoes or had my butt 
kicked on the way to Franklin Street, I guess we will have to dis- 
agree about our perceptions of Greenpoint. All I can say is that I 
did not deny the existence of racism; I only said that it has never 
been the main issue about the pool. 

In response to my column on Williamsburg as the birthplace 
of professional baseball, 
PJ. Jimenez wrote: 
“Don’t forget Red lived 
on Lynch Street before 
he was king of basket- 
ball.” I am kind of a 
one-sport guy, so I am 
not sure who “Red” is, 
but it sounds like he had 
little or no involvement 
with baseball. 

My favorite letters 

column on the hysteria 
about the Greenpoint oil 
spill and the conspicu- 
ous lack of evidence that 
it has had any bad health 
effects. Michael Heim- 
binder pointed out that while I said that the Department of Envi- 
ronmental Conservation found no evidence of either oil or dan- 
gerous vapors seeping up into people’s homes, they did in fact 
find hazardous vapors in eight out of the 52 homes tested. 

He is perfectly correct. It is just that the hazardous vapors they 
found appear to be unrelated to the oil spill, which is what my col- 
umn was about. In the 19th century, this area was infamous for in- 
dustries that practiced the “five black arts” — printing, pottery 
making, petroleum refining, glass making and ironwork. Does 
anyone think that you could test the air or soil anywhere in Green- 
point or Williamsburg and not find something unpleasant? 

“Galway” wrote: “What about the effects of breathing the 
horrible stench from the treatment plant? Is that smell bad for 
our lungs? Is it affecting my 7-month-old son?” 

I really do not know, but if I thought it was, I would not be 
writing columns for The Brooklyn Paper — I would be moving. 

Lastly, “NY Voter” wrote: “Mr. Gilbert’s story has restored 
my faith in the free press. Facts trumping hype, finally. The only 
additional information that I wish the article would have touched 
on is the horrendous lies being spread about Greenpoint by 
elected officials. Greed and corruption are nothing new in poli- 
tics, but when it reveals itself, it should be exposed. Here’s to 
you, Senator Chuck Schumer, Congresswoman [Nydia] Ve- 
lazquez, Congressman Anthony Weiner and Councilman David 
Yassky, for how you bed about the findings in the EPA report to 
smear this fantastic neighborhood. Your horrific and corrupt be- 
havior needs now to be revealed to the wider public so everyone 
will know that you are unfit for public service.” 

Thanks, John. 

Tom Gilbert is a writer and historian who lives in Greenpoint. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Top scorers on our recent North Brooklyn pop quiz included 
"Mayor of North Henry Street" Robert Petrullo (23 out of 

25) and our favorite firefighter Joe Triolo. who scored 19 correct. 
Honorable Mention to former Greenpointer and current Bangkok, 
Thailand resident John Padorr, who got 17 right Most realis- 

tic Halloween display goes to the folks at Roebling and North 
1 1th Street. You almost believe that the pool of oil is actually bub- 
bling up from underground! . . . The good news is that Armor for 
Sleep's new album, “Smile for Them,” is in stores this week. The 
bad news is that the Jersey-based band’s big new video off the LP is 
called “Williamsburg.” The video is set in what appears to be class 
for hipsters. We like the idea, but the song definitely does not hold a 
candle to Life in a Blender's “What Happened to Smith,” which 
remains the seminal anthem to neighborhood decay/improvement. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 




Tom Gilbert 



The Bloomberg Administration says it wants to build a new city park on the Williamsburg waterfront between North Eighth 
and North 14th streets — but the energy giant TransGas owns one key plot of land. And therein lies a great story. 


Power plant’s gas pains 


[NEIGHBORHOODS 

IN 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Bloomberg administra- 
tion wants to pull the plug on 
plans for a massive power 
plant on Brooklyn’s northern 
waterfront and is pushing 
ahead with its own plans for a 
28-acre park surrounding the 
Bushwick Inlet by condemning 
the property parcel by parcel. 

Using eminent domain, the 
city snatched up two pieces of 
land to the southeast of the pro- 
posed plant in September — a 
signal to energy giant TransGas 
that it is still unwelcome on that 
waterfront. 

TransGas owns an eight-acre 
piece of land between North 
12th and North 14th streets — 
within the city’s planned park 
— stretching from the water- 
front to Kent Avenue. The com- 
pany has been planning to build 
a $2-billion, 1,100-megawatt 
power plant there since 2001, 
and the company’s president 
has made some unusual offers 
to entice the city allow it. 

But Bloomberg has a vision 
for that waterfront, and it does- 
n’t include a power plant. 

The mayor didn’t budge 
when TransGas offered to build 
the plant underground so the 
city could still develop its park 
on top of the invisible plant. 

TransGas President Adam 
Victor says he understands the 


city’s desire to build a park on 
the inlet, but says he’s baffled 
as to why the administration 
has created a false dilemma by 
suggesting that the land can 
only be used for one purpose. 


“It doesn’t have 
to be a choice be- 
tween my power 
plant and the city’s 
park, we can do 
both,” Victor told 
The Brooklyn Pa- 
per, “But we need a 
power plant on that waterfront 
more than we need a park be- 
cause the old infrastructure is 
starting to fail and it can’t sup- 
port the energy needs of New 
York City. [The power outages] 


in Queens last summer were 
just the tip of the iceberg, if we 
don’t replace our infrastructure 
we’re going to have wide- 
spread, prolonged blackouts.” 

But the mayor isn’t interested. 

The administration, which 
says new housing is its top pri- 
ority, also refused when the 
company offered up $50 million 
to pay for 1 ,000 units of below- 
market-rate housing on the site. 

Two years ago, when the 
mayor was pushing hard to 
build a West Side football and 
Olympic stadium, Victor made 
a $700-million bid to buy the 
subway rail yard where the sta- 
dium would have been built — 
but only if he got to build his 
power plant in Williamsburg. 
Bloomberg rebuffed those ad- 
vances, too. 

A mayoral spokesman de- 
clined to comment for this arti- 
cle. 

But the city’s efforts at Bush- 
wick Inlet speak for them- 
selves. The mayor has turned 
up the heat on TransGas by 
grabbing nearby land, including 
a slice immediately adjacent to 
TransGas’s site. The city has 
been trying to get that piece of 
land since 2004, but the con- 
demnation process is being held 
up in court, according to a 
Parks Department spokesman. 



TransGas says its power plant could be built underground 
(arrow), allowing the city to build its park anyway. 


Will Greenpoint museum be 
next victim of city land grab? 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

While the city turns up the 
heat on TransGas (see story 
above), a smaller landowner is 
feeling the pressure, too. 

The Greenpoint Monitor Mu- 
seum has one acre within the 
city’s proposed 28-acre Bush- 
wick Inlet Park site, a small plot 
that was donated by a Shell Oil 
affiliate in 2003. Yet the city 
wants that acre, too, said Janice 
Lauletta-Weinmann, the muse- 
um’s president. 

“There is so much eminent 
domain abuse going on now . . . 
it’s unconscionable that the city 
would take land from a non- 
profit museum,” said Lauletta- 
Weinmann. “For 50 years, it has 
been vacant and nobody cared 


about it. We’re hoping that the 
city will allow us to keep our 
acre and still build their 27-acre 
park around us.” 

Parks spokesman Phil 
Abramson said the museum’s 
plan conflicts with the city’s 
plan to have a continuous wa- 
terfront esplanade in the park. 

Parks has asked Lauletta- 
Weinmann to submit a site plan, 
and a compromise may yet be 
reached, Abramson said. 

In the meantime, the city is 
still planning on using eminent 
domain to take the land. In Sep- 
tember, the city condemned two 
adjacent properties and has 
plans to do the same with three 
more parcels surrounding the 
inlet, including the plot owned 
by the museum. 

The USS Monitor was one of 



Janice Lauletta-Weinmann 


the first iron-clad war ships 
built by the U.S. Navy during 
the Civil War. It was launched 
in 1862 from the site now 


owned by the museum, but was 
lost at sea later that year. 

Lauletta-Weinmann and her 
husband, George Weinmann, 
were bom and raised in Green- 
point and got their Monitor ed- 
ucation as part of their local his- 
tory studies in grade school. 
George’s family lived in Green- 
point during the Civil War, he is 
a member of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, and 
his distant cousin was on the 
Monitor when it sank. 

When the subject of a Moni- 
tor museum came up in the ear- 
ly 1990s, Lauletta-Weinmann 
raised anchor and got a state 
charter and secured the launch 
site from an oil company. 

“After all that hard work, it 
would be a shame if we had to 
relocate,” she said. 


Brooklyn Doe House 
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Congress just doesn’t get it! 


Why isn't Congress 
moving to stop the flow 
of illegal immigrants 
into the country? 
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He threw out the umbrella, 
so they chose to stab him 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 


90th Precinct 


Two thugs stabbed a guy 
27 after he discarded it near 




POLICE BLOTTER 


McKibben and Boerum streets, 
awoke on Oct. 26 to find that 



ed the SUV’s worth at $35,000. 

Car vandalized 


At least this guy still has a 
am on Oct. 28 to discover that 



collared the thief in the 77th 
Precinct just a few hours later, 
police said. 

The victim did get her purse 
back, though police said they only 
“recovered some of her property.” 

Gun arrest 



Cops in unmarked vehicles 
pulled over the two men while 
they were driving down Dupont 
Street, between Manhattan Av- 
enue and the Pulaski Bridge, at 
6 pm on Oct. 17 after the two 
guys failed to use a turn signal. 
When cops searched the car, 

tire two men^one 26, the other 


Dead horse 

Cops busted a 15-year-old 
kid for trespassing — and then 
discovered that he was carrying 
400 glassine envelopes of hero- 
in, each worth $10 on the street, 




£#§£ Capt. Vorbeck gives 
mEhmbm us the 411 on 911 



G'point factory 'penciled' in as city landmark 
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Congregation 
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Riders don’t see L of a difference 



By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

L train commuters certainly 
didn’t notice much of an im- 
provement on their crowded 
line on Monday, the first day 
of newly expanded service. 

Straphangers packed them- 
selves into trains that were just 
as crowded on Monday as they 
were last Friday, two days be- 
fore Transit added two trains on 
the line, between 8 and 9 am, 
bringing the number of rush 
hour trains to 17 trains. 

But did they help? Certainly 
not, if you were reading the 
digital signs on the Manhattan- 
bound platform at the Lorimer 
Street station. 

Even though the new service 
was supposed to improve ar- 
rival times to one train every 
three and a half minutes, the 
signs — like clockwork — in- 
dicated that the rush-hour trains 
were still coming once every 
five minutes. 

“I don’t see any difference,” 
said one L-train regular, look- 
ing around the crowded plat- 
form. “Maybe the train won’t 
be so crowded today.” 

She ended up disappointed. 

“It seems like a normal 


morning to me,” added another 
straphanger. 

Subway watchdog Gene 


Russianoff of NYPIRG’s 
Straphangers Campaign said 
riders should not expect mira- 


cles — or a less-packed com- 
mute — overnight. And he 
should know; he’s been a sub- 


way watchdog for decades. 

“Whenever the MTA starts 
more service to reduce over- 
crowding there is always a tran- 
sition period when the problem 
remains,” Russianoff said. 

The Metropolitan Trans- 
portation Authority will launch 
a second phase of increased 
service on the L in mid-Decem- 
ber that will have trains running 
more frequently at mid-day, 
during the evening rush and on 
weekends. 

At that point, trains will run 
every six minutes instead of 
eight between 10:30 am and 3 
pm on weekdays. 

Transit is also adding L-train 
service on the weekends. On 
Saturdays, between 9 am and 7 
pm, trains will run every five 
minutes, as compared to every 
six or seven minutes now. Sun- 
day service will also be expand- 
ed. 

Altogether, it’s the largest 
expansion of service to a single 
subway line since 2004, the 
MTA said. 

Ridership on the L train is up 
48 percent since 1998, but serv- 
ice could not be improved until 
the MTA upgraded signals and 
switches on the line. 
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BUMMER! 

Beggars follow the $ 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Panhandling in DUMBO 
has gotten out of hand. 

An hour-and-a-half-long 
crime-prevention meeting with 
local cops last week quickly de- 
volved an inquisition into why 
police have not cracked down 
on panhandlers who have been 
working — some say working 
over — the rapidly gentrifying 
neighborhood for almost a year. 

The best advice local cops 
could give was to tell residents 
to stop giving handouts. 

“People are giving panhan- 
dlers money, and as long as that 
happens they’re going to stay,” 
said 84th Precinct Crime Pre- 
vention Officer John Kenny . 

Panhandling is not a crime, as 
long as the beggar is not too close 
to an ATM — and that’s frustrat- 
ing to Peter Sunwoo, founder of 
DUMBOwatch, a new crime-pre- 
vention group. Sunwoo isn’t anti- 
panhandler, but said that the mes- 
sage that begging sends to 
criminals leads to crime, he said 


burglars and drug dealers into the 
neighborhood” Sunwoo said 
He added that his group is 
worried about panhandlers who 
use coercion to get what they 
want. Aggressive panhandling 
hurts the quality of life for 
DUMBO residents, he said, 


complaining specifically about 
a group of three donation solici- 
tors who work the comer of 
Washington and Front streets. 

In a Web posting, DUMBO- 
watch said it pick a day on 
which residents would be urged 
to call 311 to report panhan- 
dlers. In addition, the group said 
it would soon begin “taking 
photographs of every suspicious 
loiterer” so that the police 
would have pictures “in the case 
of . . . crime.” 

Several residents attacked the 
latter proposal, an indication 
that the neighborhood is hardly 
united on solving the problem. 

“[Photos of] ‘every suspi- 
cious loiterer,”’ one person 
posted on the DUMBO Neigh- 
bors Association Web site. “Are 
you going to send them to 
Guantanamo after that?” 

The good news about the 
panhandlers, of course, is that 
their emergence is something of 
an economic bellwether. 

“Panhandling tends to coin- 
cide with a neighborhood be- 
coming more affluent,” said 
Linda Scott of Common 
Ground, a non-profit group that 
tries to reduce street homeless- 

“Panhandling follows the 
money, so if you go to East 
New York, you don’t see it, but 
in a neighborhood like DUM- 
BO, it’s more prominent.” 



From everyday collection to environmental protection. 
Think Green’. Think Waste Management. 

www.wm.com/thinkgreen 
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NOW SHOWING THROUGH NOV. 18TH: 


“OUTER SPACE” ** • 

A COLLECTION OF ANTIQUE PRINTS, ★ 
SCIENCE FICTION & SPACE EPHEMERA 


FRAME WORKS 



FRAMING / GALLERY 

142 5TH AVENUE AT ST. JOHN'S PL. ★ 718-399-6613 
TUESDAY - SATURDAY: 1 1-7, SUNDAY: 12-6 
(CLOSED MONDAYS) 



AVIATOR SPORTS AND RECREATION 

Stay In Shape During The Holidays! 



SIGN UP NOW 

ADULT BASKETBALL ALUMNI LEAGUE 

enrollment in Fall Program ensures spot in full league starting in January. 

CALUNG ALL SCHOOLS...Indies...PSAL...CHSAA...JOIN NOW 
XAVIER...POLY PREP...ST. FRANCIS PREP...XAVARIAN...LINCOLN HS...TO NAME JUST A FEW... 
Please call Brendan Grady at Aviator Sports...718-758-7547...or email Brendan@Aviatorspqits.com 


STARTING IN DECEMBER.. .AVIATOR MARTIAL ARTS ACADEMY...directed by PRO. LUIS FERRER, 9th degree black belt 
YOUTH AND ADULT CLASSES...SELF DEFENSE...KARATE...JUD0...JUJITSU...A1K I D0 
Please call Harvey Greenridge at Aviator Sports...71 8-758-7552 or email Harvev@Aviatorsports.com 


For updates on Halloween at Aviator and our new indoor soccer facilities 
visit us online at: www.AVIATORSPORTS.com 


PUN YOUR HOLIDAY 


AT AVIATOR NOW 


/xviatob 


AVIATOR SPORTS AND RECREATION 

HANGAR 5, FLOYD BENNETT FIELD / BROOKLYN NY 11234 / 718 758-9800 

Conveniently located * Exit 1 IS - Belt Pkwy. 


ICIAL CONCESSIONER OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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You’re growing your business. 
We’re building for it. 

NEW YORK KEEPS GROWING. More people. More shops selling things we like. More entrepreneurs with bright 
ideas. That means more energy. Con Edison is growing, too. We’re investing $7.5 billion over the next five years in new 
substations, transformers, more than 1 1 ,000 miles of new cable and other improvements. So power is there when you 
want it, now and in the future. Learn more at www.conEd.com. You’ll also find tips on how to save energy and help 
the environment. And remember to report electric service problems to us online or by calling 1-800-75-CONED. 

(<= conEdison I ON IT 
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It takes a train to cry 

F-line riders prepare for worst at 9th St. 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Subway riders who regularly use the 
Smith-Ninth Street station in Carroll 
Gardens were depressed by the news that 
the station would be closed for nine 
months for repairs, most likely in 2010. 

It has long been known that the Metro- 
politan Transportation Authority intends 
to rebuild the elevated section of the F 
and G lines between Carroll Gardens and 
Park Slope, but it was a surprise last 
week to learn that the project would in- 
volve shutting down that Smith-Ninth 
Street station for almost a year. 

“This pretty much screws me com- 
pletely,” said Kayleigh Griffin, who 


works in Carroll Gardens and lives in 
Queens. “My commute would turn into 
an hour. I might as well as take my fi- 
ance’s car.” 

The MTA says it will provide shuttle 
bus service to ease the ordeal for strap- 
hangers, but would say little else about 
how it will handle the long-needed re- 
pairs to the Culver Viaduct, as the above- 
ground portion of the line is known in 

Given the authority’s silence, 
straphangers — especially Red Hook res- 
idents, who already have a long commute 
just to get to the Smith-Ninth Street sta- 
tion — could do nothing else but expect 
the worst. 

“This is going to slow me down,” said 


Anna McRae, who commutes to Coney 
Island from Red Hook. “And I will have 
to pay double bus fare,” be- 
cause she will have to make 
multiple bus transfers. 

But layleen, a high school 
student who wouldn’t give 
her last name, supports the 
closure, because she has a 
long list of complaints about 
the station that she wants the 
MTA to address. 

“This train station is hor- 
rible,” she said, pointing to 
the omnipresent holes in the ceiling. 
“There are leaks and rats like crazy. I 
need an umbrella even when it’s not rain- 
ing.” 


But when the time comes to shut the 
station, local businesses will take an eco- 
nomic hit when com- 
muters head elsewhere 
for the subway. 

“Oh my god! 
That’s a big problem for 
me,’ said Luz Maria de 
Garcia, the owner of F- 
Line Bagels at the cor- 
ner of Smith and Ninth 
streets, across the street 
from the elevated sta- 
tion. The store survived 
another scare in 2005 when the MTA 
took the storeowners to court for wrong- 
ful use of the F-line ’s distinctive orange 
logo. 





Nick Monte, 90, beloved restaurateur 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Nick Monte, a former owner of 
Monte’s Venetian Room on Carroll 
Street, died on Oct. 13 at age 90. 

Monte’s father, Angelo, opened the 
Venetian Room in 1906, and Nick 
and his four brothers owned and oper- 
ated the restaurant until 1993, accord- 
ing to his nephew, Paul Monte. 

The restaurant was a cornerstone 


of the neighborhood, and not just for 
food. 

“It was a sort of neutral ground,” 
said Paul Monte, who now manages 
Gurney’s Inn, a Montauk resort that 
his uncle bought in 1956. 

“You had everyone from politi- 
cians and policemen, to gangsters 
and priests in there,” and Nick 
“shook hands with everyone who 
came in,” Paul Monte said. 

Tony Bonnet, Liza Minnelli, 


“Crazy” Joey Gallo and Carmine 
Persico are some of the celebrities 
and wise guys whom Nick Monte 
greeted during the Venetian Room’s 
heyday in the 1950s and 1960s. 

And when the diners were on their 
way out the door, Monte always gave 
gifts like a small piece of jewelry or a 
candy dish to female customers. 

During Prohibition, the Carroll 
Gardens restaurant was a speakeasy 
that made its own hooch. Underneath 


every table was a secret shelf to 
quickly stash a flask of the bathtub 
gin during police raids. 

In 1956, Monte set his sights on 
the South Fork of Long Island. He 
took Gurney’s, a modest beachfront 
hotel, and built it into a luxurious re- 
sort with the Skipper’s Dining Room 
restaurant that can seat 300 people, 
conference rooms, and a spa, as well 
as the addition of almost 90 rooms. 

Paul Monte said that his uncle re- 


mained active as president and chair- 
man of Gumery’s board until his death. 

Monte’s roots were deep in Car- 
roll Gardens. He often delighted in 
telling stories about the old days, 
which included swimming in the 
saltwater pool at the St. George Ho- 
tel on Clark Street. 

That’s where he got the idea for a 
spa, telling the New York Times that 
he drank an ounce of seawater a day 
to stay healthy. 


HOMELESS.., 

Continued from page 1 

“There was a week in July when I said, ‘Hey guys, it’s over,’ and 
I started throwing their stuff out and chasing them away. Problem 
was, they’d come back — and now they were hostile.” 

But Meeter said the final kicker was Sunday, Oct. 21 , when he 
discovered that the men had hidden a steel bar behind the church 
wall. 

“I saw the steel bar as a weapon. It was all beyond tolerance,” 
said Meeter. “The church was no longer [a] sanctuary; now they had 
a weapon.” 

Last Tuesday morning, Silano, 64, was curled up in a blue flow- 
ered blanket on the Carroll Street side of the church, sound asleep. 

By 10 pm, he was lying 
on the front steps. He 
said he was sleeping off a 
particularly bad drunken 
bout, during which he’d 
slipped and badly bruised 
the left side of his face. 
His two companions had 

Silano said he enjoys 
his presence at the 
church about as little as 
the church enjoys hosting 

“I don’t like nothing 
here,” said Silano. “I did- 
n’t think that the church 
would bother us as much 
as they do. This ain’t the 
same country I remem- 
ber from 20 years ago. 
... It seems like everyone 
is against the homeless 

that shouldn’t be.” 

Silano, a lifelong Brooklynite, was bom in Gowanus and spent 
nearly 50 years in Bay Ridge. He worked in construction and said 
that recently, his mother and he had to leave their Bay Ridge apart- 
ment. She ended up at his sister’s place, and he ended up on the 

“I just want to be able to stay here and sleep at night,” said 
Silano. “Is there an answer to this?” he asked, shaking his head. 

Meeter is looking for an answer, too. He wrote about the issue on 
Oct. 18 on his blog, www.oldfirst.blogspot.com, prompting a flurry 
of online suggestions ranging from putting up a sign asking passers- 
by not to give the men money to erecting a gate. 

Divine references were rife. Park Slope poet laureate Leon 
Freilich even chimed in with the following stanza: “The quality of 
mercy is not strained/But Lord, O Lord, it sometimes has you 

Meeter also got an online response from another blogging clergy- 
man, Rabbi Andy Bachman of Congregation Beth Elohim, the Re- 
form Jewish yin to Meeter’s yang in Park Slope. 

“I read Rev. Meeter’s post late Thursday night and mulled over 
its implications while trying to figure out a practical response,” 
wrote Bachman on Oct. 20, before launching into an online rumina- 
tion centered on the week’s Torah portion, “Parshat Lech Lecha.” 

Bachman’s ultimate conclusion: “I propose a Community Clean- 
Up Crew. ... In the spirit of Abraham, our forefather, we are all 
sleeping on the stoop of Old First. We are all asking for money. We 
are all in need of a little human dignity. Give us a day and we’U 
help.” 

Non-denominational organizations are also stepping up. The Park 
Slope Civic Council has offered its assistance, as has the elite Berke- 
ley-Carroll School, just down the block from the church. 

Meanwhile, police from the 78th Precinct have tried to convince 
the men to accept help, or at least move on. 

But there’s only so much the cops can do. 

“We can just offer, but we cannot insist,” said Officer Nybia 
Cooper. “One of the reasons we’re not getting rid of them is because 
everyone is giving them money.” 

For his part, Silano, raised Catholic, professes bewilderment that 
he can’t continue to seek refuge at a house of worship, of all places. 

“I’m not a holy roller, but I do believe in God, Jesus Christ,” said 
Silano. 



Rev. Daniel Meeter 


Jog your memory: 
On Marathon day, 
avoid V-Z, 4th Ave 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Runners aren’t the only ones dreading this weekend’s New 
York City Marathon. 

The 26-mile race requires major closures on the Verrazano-Nar- 
rows Bridge and Fourth Avenue this Sunday, Nov. 4. Plan according- 
ly: 

• On race day, the entire bridge is closed for most of the morning: 
Brooklyn-bound lanes will be closed from 8 am to 1 pm, while Stat- 
en Island-bound lanes will be closed from 7 am to 2 pm. 

• The city will close the Staten Island-bound expressway ap- 
proach to the bridge starting at 6:45 am to allow bridge-bound traf- 
fic to clear. 

• Along Fourth Avenue, closings will begin at 7:45 am. The Bay 

Ridge end will reopen at approximately 12:20 pm, while the Park Slope 
end will reopen at approximately 1 :20 pm. — Zachary Kolodin 


Top lO Reasons 
to vote for 

Jim McCall 

for Civil Court Judge 


10. Black judicial robes are very slimming. 

9. He can read the U.S. Constitution. New York’s too! 

8. He’s a tolerant, fair-minded person. 

7. Clarence Norman didn’t nominate him. 

6. He already works for a Civil Court Judge, so you 
know he can find the Court House. 


5. He’s the only candidate rated “approved” 
by the Brooklyn and City Bar Associations. 

4. He’s not in the pocket of the Taxi Industry. 
Or any industry. 

3. Judge Judy shouldn’t have all the ftin. 


2. He’s never been the subject of a 
Federal Investigation. Ever. 


1. He’s not Noach Dear. 



Jim McCall 

for Civil Court Judge 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Say no to Noach Dear 


O ff-year elections sometimes suffer from a 
lack of attention, but one local race this 
year demands the attention of any voter 
who supports good government and rejects the 
cynical back-room deal-making that has long 
characterized the judicial section process in 
Brooklyn. 



past so filled with ethical lapses and gay-baiting — 


the race has received enough attention to suggest 
that sanity may indeed prevail. 

During his 18 years in the pre-term-limited 
Council, and in his unsuccessful runs for Congress 
and state Senate, Dear has shown himself to be ill- 
tempered and ethically challenged. 



(That said, Dear’s reluctance to speak publicly 


has had an ancillary benefit: It has allowed us to see 
him driving the wrong way down a one-way street 
to get away from WCBS-2’s Andrew Kirtzman ear- 
lier this year. It’s worth googling!) 


Meanwhile, Dear’s surrogates — Borough Presi- 
dent Markowitz and the borough’s Democratic boss. 
Assemblyman Vito Lopez — insist that Dear is a 



Fifth District Civil Court seat. 



LETTERS 


Big deal. Astroland has been saved. Now what? 



ACUPUNCTURE 


CHINESE SUCCESS 

qi'QONQ TUZNA BOVYWOKK CENTER 

Effective Treatments 

for: 

• Pain Management 

• Low Energy fll2Sfc| 

• Stress 

• Depression 

• Sciatica 

• Eteadache V 

• Facial 

• Rejuvenation B 

• Sports Injuries 

• Poor Digestion 

718-788-2372 


Open 7 Days A Week 

■ 10:30 am -pSO pm 

457 7th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 1 1215| J MB ygj 9 


DENTISTS 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 



• Bleaching/ZOOM 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns & Bridges 

• Endodontics & Root Canals 

• Periondontics • Oral Surgery 

• Prosthodontics • Implants 

• Treatment of Gum Disease 

• Fixed & Removable Bridges 

• Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 



Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 


Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 


CROWNS 


\:] U\ i In iki 


Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

4 14 Seventh Avenue 


PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

DENTURES 




(718) 768-8372 


DENTISTS 



COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our spacious, 
modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 

COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth 'Whitening 

PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Ait Rotary Instrumentation 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 
INVISALIGN PROVIDER 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S. 

LEE R. GAUSE, D.D.S. 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) instance 

Ta“ (718) 622-8020 



DENTISTS 


Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


ltra-modern office 

• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 





MURRAY FRYD.DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St, & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 


(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our Now Modern Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

* Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal • Gum Treatment 


All Union and Insurance 
Plans and Medicaid 
Welcome. Discounts for 
Senior Citizens 


SPECIAL ATTENTION 
to apprehensive 
Patients & Children 


10 ] 


FITNESS TRAINING 


ABSOLUTE 

FITNESS TRAINERS 


Brithjifij thev Qym to You! 

niniati Miami, t 


1 Functional Training 
1 Strength Training 
1 Cardio Training 
1 Flexibility Training 
1 Cardio-Kick Boxing 


> Qi Gong 

> Arnisikaran 
» Massage 

• Acupuncture 

• Power-Walking Club 


For More* Informo/Hoto ccUl 

718 - 788-3212 

www.absolutefitnestrainers.com 


Health, Mid & Body 


Lutheran's new 
balloon therapy 
dears your nose 

Lutheran Medical Center 

Lutheran Medical Center’s Department of Otolaryngology has an- 
nounced the availability of a new minimally invasive technology for 
treating chronic sinus inflammation, Balloon Sinuplasty. 

The new technique uses a small catheter and balloon to quickly open 
and expand blocked sinuses and eliminates much of the discomfort as- 
sociated with routine sinus surgery like bleeding, severe pain — and the 
most common complaint — post operative packing. 

“The Balloon Sinuplast system treats chronic sinus sinusitis without 
removing any tissue or bone and most patients are able to return to nor- 
mal activities within 24 hours,” says Dr. Mohsen A. Habib, chief of Oto- 
laryngology at Lutheran Medical Center. “The results are much faster 
recovery times and less post-procedure discomfort. Most importantly, 
the procedure eliminates the need for often painful post-op packing used 
to stop bleeding,” he added. 

According to experts, sinusitis is one of the most common chronic 
health problems in the U.S affecting 37 million Americans each year. 
Until recently, sinusitis patients were limited to two treatment options: 
medical therapy such as antibiotics and topical nasal steroids, or conven- 
tional sinus surgery, which requires bone and tissue removal. With Bal- 
loon Sinuplast, a small, flexible balloon catheter is placed through a nos- 
tril into the blocked sinus passageway. The balloon is then inflated to 
gently restructure and open the sinus passageway, restoring normal si- 
nus drainage and function. 

In 2004, Lutheran launched a new and expanded ear, nose and throat 
(ENT) division. Chaired byDr. Habib, Lutheran’s ENT experts diagnose 
and treat disorders of the ears, nose and throat in addition to performing 
the latest head, neck, facial plastic and reconstructive surgeries. 

The team also assists patients with hearing, balance and snoring dis- 
orders as well as sleep apnea. 

To schedule an appointment with one of our physicians please call 
our referral coordinator at (718) 630-7979. 


Methodist Hospital 
is going green 

New York Methodist Hospital 

The New York State Energy Research and Development Authori- 
ty (NYSERDA) has recognized New York Methodist Hospital for 
the hospital’s energy efficient upgrades and measures taken that will 
significantly reduce the its energy consumption. 

Methodist also received a $560,000 incentive to helped defray the 
costs of installing two high efficiency dual-stage absorption chillers that 
will help to reduce the hospital’s energy demand by 1 390 kW and save 
$234,000 annually. 

Methodist was one of three hospitals to be honored for its efforts to 
reduce load demand during peak summer hours. 

Paul D. Tonko, president and CEO of NYSERDA said, “Governor 
Spitzer has laid out an ambitious energy plan to reduce our State’s elec- 
tric consumption by 15 percent by 2015. The awards presented today 
will not only help to meet that goal, but allow the hospitals to redirect 
funds into vital healthcare services.” 

“New York Methodist is serious about making our facility as energy- 
efficient as possible, not only to support our current needs but to build a 
greener, more energy-efficient foundation for our future growth,” says 
Richard Lagnese, vice-president of facilities management at New York 
Methodist Hospital. 

For more information about New York Methodist Hospital’s energy 
efficiency efforts, call (718) 780-5367. 
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Mind over ‘Matters’ 


New gallery arrives in DUMBO with look at the diamond trade 



By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 


The mine's eye: Clockwise from left, photographer Kadir van Lo- 
huizen, "Sewa River, Sierra Leone" and the crowd at the opening 
of his show at 81 Front St. in DUMBO, Tuesday. 


F or eight years. Umbrage Editions, a 
high-end art book publisher, has called 
Manhattan home. This week, however, 
the operation is moving to Brooklyn’s most 
art-friendly neighborhood in order to expand 
into a gallery and take advantage of the bor- 
ough’s culture hungry denizens. 

“First and foremost, our publisher lives 
two blocks away,” said Temple Smith 
Richardson, Umbrage’s director of exhibi- 
tions. “So, we said, ‘Let’s open a gallery [on 
Front Street]!’ We have shows that are always 
on the move and are already set to be [in- 
stalled], so it was natural for us to have a 
gallery. We publish three to six books a year, 
and all of those are ready to be in shows.” 

The space, which will be in the gallery- 
packed building at 
111 Front St., won’t 
be ready until Janu- 
ary, but Umbrage 
just couldn’t wait to 
sink its teeth into the 
ripe DUMBO art 
scene. This week, 
they opened a show 
called “Diamond 
Matters,” featuring 
the photographs of Kadir van Lohuizen, at 
81 Front St. (It’s utilizing the raw space 
where graffiti superstar Shepard Fairey 
showed — and was stink bombed — this | 
past summer). 5 

Van Lohuizen told GO Brooklyn that the | 
space was just right for the display of his S 
haunting black and white images, which S- 
follow diamonds from the mines in Africa j, 
to retail spaces in New York and parties in J 
London. . 

“I think the space is great,” he said. “It fits ” 
with the work because it’s fairly rough.” 

Having worked as a photojoumalist in the 
1990s in Zaire, Sierra Leone and Angola, van 
Lohuizen had seen the effects of the diamond 
trade first hand, and in 2005, he went back to 
Africa to assess the situation under new 
peace agreements. 

“I went back to see if things had changed, 
and they hadn’t,” said van Lohuizen. “I was 
quite shocked. There was an issue with the 
film ‘Blood Diamond’ and the industry said 


it was about the past, but this show is about 
what is happening today, which is still quite 
disturbing. The diamond industry says there 
are no conflict diamonds anymore, but if 
you go to the mines, every day there are 
people dying.” 

The exhibition, which runs through Dec. 
4, is an extension of the book of the same 
name published by Umbrage. It fits neatly 
into the publishing house’s oeuvre, which 


tends to tackle social and political issues — 
other books have focused on cancer, Vietnam 
War veterans and human rights activists 
worldwide — but “Diamond Matters” also 
has a strong local angle. 

“The United States is the biggest outlet for 
diamonds in the world,” said van Lohuizen, 
“and there needs to be knowledge among 
consumers of what they’re buying. The pho- 
tos in the exhibit follow the diamonds from 


the moment that they are found, through 
trade in African countries, going to India to 
be polished and in New York for retail. A di- 
amond basically sees the whole world before 
it ends up in a ring.” 

Should couples celebrating their engage- 
ment at the nearby River Cafe avoid stopping 
by? Not a chance. 

“I’m not against diamonds,” van Lohuizen 

See DIAMOND on page 1 1 



Natural born 
thriller 


It’s been 13 years since Juliette Lewis 
played Mallory Knox in Oliver Stone’s 
blockbuster bloodbath “Natural Bom Kil- 
lers,” but the 34-year-old starlet still hasn’t 
lost her edge. 

On Nov. 9, Lewis and her band, The 
Licks, will be hitting Luna Lounge in 
Williamsburg in support of “Four on the 
Floor,” their latest record which features 
songs like “Hot Kiss” and “Sticky Honey,” 
which may be under-the-radar in the United 


States, but were hits in the UK. And though 
she’s been a bit of a stranger to the silver 
screen lately, Lewis still manages to shine 
like a star; she’s known for wearing metallic 
bodysuits and extreme makeup on stage. 

Juliette and The Licks will play at 
10:30 pm on Nov. 9 at Luna Lounge 
(361 Metropolitan Ave. at Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg). Tickets are $16, 
$18 day of. For information, visit 
www.lunalounge.com. — Adam Rathe 


EVENT 


Monkey see 

The Guerilla Girls — those sarcastic, gorilla- 
mask-wearing, women’s rights champions who 
have been rousing the rabble for two decades — are 
finally getting some institutional support. 

On Nov. 9, the Brooklyn Museum will honor the 
anonymous activists/artists at its fifth annual 
Women in the Arts 
fundraiser. 

Four “Girls” will 
take to the stage on Fri- 
day to present highlights 
from their 20 years of 
casting a skeptical eye on 
the art world. (Remem- 
ber their 2004 poster 
about the content of the 
Metropolitan Museum’s 
modem and contempo- 
rary galleries: “Do wo- 
men have to be naked to get into U.S. museums? Less 
than 3 percent of the artists in the Met. Museum are 
women, but 83 percent of the nudes are female.”) 

“It will definitely be entertaining, for sure,” said 
Maura Reilly, the curator of the Brooklyn Muse- 
um’s Elizabeth A. Sackler Center for Feminist Art, 
whose detective work got the feisty foursome — 
who go by the pseudonyms Frida Kahlo, Kathe 
Kollwitz, Gertrude Stein and Alice Neel — to ac- 
cept the museum’s invite. After their presentation, 
the Guerrillas will be available for a question-and- 
answer session, followed by luncheon in the Beaux- 
Arts Court where ticket holders will have a chance 
to meet them face to fur. 

Although Reilly said she was easily able to track 
down the incognito Guerrillas through their Web 
site, other event details are proving to be a bit tricki- 

“We are wondering how they will eat with their 
masks on,” said Reilly. “They’ll need straws for 
their water on stage.” 

The Brooklyn Museum has itself been scruti- 
nized by the group, which calls itself the “con- 
science of the art world.” They did protest the mu- 
seum’s 1999 “Sensation” exhibition with a poster 
that claimed British collector Charles Saatchi “paid 
the museum to show his art collection.” But Reilly 
said it was time that the Guerrillas received this 
award that’s been bestowed on the likes of artist 
Maya Lin and photographer Annie Leibovitz. 

The Guerrillas may have been rallying against 
the under-representation of women in galleries and 
museums, as well as other gender and racial iniqui- 
ties, for over 20 years, but Reilly says their message 
is still relevant. 

“Women have come a long way, but the ratios 
and the statistics are still so horrendous that we 
shouldn’t be content,” said Reilly. “ Their message 
is not old news.” 

The "Women in the Arts tribute to the Guerril- 
la Girls" program kicks off at 11 am in the Iris and 
B. Gerald Cantor Auditorium at the Brooklyn Mu- 
seum (200 Eastern Pkwy., at Washington Avenue 
in Prospect Heights) on Nov. 9, and is followed 
by an awards presentation and luncheon. The 
program is included in the museum admission of 
$8, $4 students and seniors with ID. Tickets for 
the luncheon begin at $150. For reservations and 
information, call the Community Committee Of- 
fice at (718) 789-2493. — Lisa J. Curtis 



□mo 

We be stylin’ 

We’ve had hip-hop on our stereo for years now, 
but on Nov. 3, it will be invading our bookshelf. 

“The Breaks: Stylin’ and Profilin’ 1982-1990,” a 
new coffee table book from powerHouse books by 
famed hip-hop photographer Janette Beckman, digs 
through her archives to unearth classic shots of that 

era’s most significant 

players, from Slick Rick 
(pictured) and Grand- 
master Flash to Tone Loc 



Beckman, whose ca- 
reer began at the dawn of 
punk when she was 
shooting the likes of the 
Sex Pistols, the Clash and 
the Ramones, was poised 
and ready to take on hip- 
hop when it first ap- 
peared in the early ’80s. 

“[Hip-hop] then was integrated with punk and 
rock simultaneously,” said powerHouse’s Sara 
Rosen. “That was the culture.” 

And that’s exactly what powerHouse will be cele- 
brating through Nov. 1 1 as photos from the book and 
its companion piece, “Bom in the Bronx,” grace the 
windows of the publisher’s DUMBO storefront. 

"The Breaks" is available at the powerHouse 
Arena (37 Main St. at Water Street in DUMBO). 
$35. For information, call (718) 222-1331 or visit 
www.powerhousearena.com. — Juliana Bunim 


MEAT, NO PRESCRIPTION needed. 


How our meat is raised, naturally, makes all the difference. 


In fact, all of the meat we serve in Brooklyn - beef, chicken and pork - 
is free of antibiotics and added growth hormones, fed a vegetarian diet and raised humanely. 
We think that meat raised naturally is better. 

Serving naturally raised meat is another step in our ongoing Food With Integrity journey - 
bringing you the best ingredients from the best sources. 

C l/iipotb 

- SERVING ANTIBIOTIC- & HORMONE-FREE MEAT IN BROOKLYN - 

MEXICAN GRILL 


MONTAGUE B/W COURT Sc CLINTON (BROOKLYN HEIGHTS) 
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Caritas Mi 

" 


featuring 45 wines from around the world 
Special tasting of olive oils, hot & 
cold hors d'oeuvres, cheeses, fruits 
Proceeds to benefit the 
Caritas Montessori Training Center of Catholic 

I Charities Brooklyn and Queens 
THURSDAY NOV. 8TH, 2007 
6PM TO 9PM 
St. Francis College 
182 Remsen Street 
Brooklyn Heights 
FOR TICKETS & INFORMATION: 
Call 718-722-6221 
$25 Pre-Register / 
$35 at the door 


Art by the bowl 

Moim brings KO Korean to Seventh Avenue 


Presented By 

Heights Chateau 

123 Atlantic Avenue • Brooklyn Heights • (718) 330-0963 


T he differences between 
Moim and its Park Slope 
neighbors begin at the 
restaurant’s window. Beside 
the gaudy awning of an old 
Mexican eatery is the large 
front window of this new Ko- 
rean cafe, its panes covered 
with a screen of dark wooden 
slats. From the street, the 
unique front lends a sense of 
mystery. And if you peer in- 
side during the day, a room 
unfolds that is as serene as a 
lake in the early morning 
hours, with curved pieces of 
dark wood forming a subtle 
wave pattern over a wall of 
shale colored bricks. Follow- 
ing that undulating surface, 
the eye is drawn to a room 
where tables face a quiet gar- 

At night, music hums in the 
background and this tranquil 
space takes on the buzz of 
friendly conversation. 

Moim [pronounced MO- 
EEM], which is Korean for 
“gathering,” opened in June. 
The restaurant is the first ven- 
ture for its owner-chef Saeri 
Uyoo Park, who often pops 



Park's prospects: The black cod with Korean red pepper sauce, above, i: 
Saeri Uyoo Park's refined dishes at her new Park Slope eatery, Moim. 
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kitchen to the dining 
where she greets diners warm- 
ly while surveying the service 
with a critical eye. 

She needn’t worry. 

Still in its infancy, the 
kitchen is clicking 
along, putting forth 
carefully prepared 
and plated dishes 
with just enough 
time for a breather 
between courses. 

The waitstaff has 
an endearing blend 
of professionalism 
and effusiveness. 

Our server nodded 
enthusiastically when we or- 
dered the scallion and seafood 
pancake called “pajun.” 

“You know how sometimes 
it’s really heavy and greasy?” 
he asked. “It’s not like that at 
all here.” 

correct. This scal- 


Town’s coarser, oilier versions. 
The thin disc studded with 
soft, small shrimp and scallop 
pieces resembled a round of 
lace cross-hatched with bright 
scallion greens. It was delicate 


DINING 


Moim (206 Garfield PI. at Seventh Av- 
le in Park Slope) accepts American Ex- 
ss. Discover, MasterCard and Visa. En- 
is: $1 6-S20. The restaurant ^erves 



U.S. Premiere tour! 
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Katrln Hall, Artistic Director 


Saturday, 

November 10, 2007 
at 8:00 PM 


with hits of the sweet, briny 
shellfish. My husband and I 
gobbled it up in what seemed 
like seconds. 

That pancake is an example 
of Park’s aesthetic. The chef 
has worked with top talent 
such as Gray Kunz at Cafe 
altogether Gray, Jean-Georges Von- 



gerichten at Spice Market, and 
in the kitchen of the Modem at 
MoMA. Her experience shows 
in the refined rendering of her 
modem Korean fare. 

Several “ban chan,” or little 
side dishes, are standard pre- 
meal offerings in traditional 
Korean eateries. Park offers 
just three “nibble plates” that, 
instead of bombarding the 
palette, teases it into a recep- 
tive mood. On this night, the 
dishes, which change each 
evening, included tender and 
chewy black beans with a 
sweetness like caramel, and 
spicy “kimchi,” the marinated 
cabbage, its heat turned down 
a notch or two. 

“Dub bu kimchi” offers the 
cabbage stir-fried and tossed 
with tender pieces of pork. 
This mix is spooned over silky 
pieces of warm tofu, each cube 
scattered with black sesame 
seeds that glitter like tiny jet 
beads. The dish is a wonder of 


chewy and smooth textures, 
the bite of the vegetable and 
delicacy of the soy. 

Spicy Korean meatballs or 
“dong gu rang ddang” were 
messy, two-bites of pleasure. 
Mixed into the beef were bits 
of tofu that lightened the meat 
while scallions added their bit- 
ter, grassy notes. 

The one disappointing dish 
of the evening was “sook ju na 
mul,” or sauteed bean sprout 
salad. While the sprouts were 
cool and crunchy, they lacked 

We ordered the “dol sot bi 
bim bop” and watched as a hot 
stone bowl, or “dol sot,” on a 
wooden pedestal arrived at our 
table. Inside was a layer of rice 
that became crisp at the bot- 
tom as it cooked. We mixed 
the crunchy shards of the grain 
with strips of sizzling “bul-go- 
ki” (marinated flank steak) and 
a crown of julienned, sauteed 
carrots, zucchini, spinach and 
Korean radish. Like the dishes 
that preceded it, the blend of 
rough and smooth, sweet and 
sour, mild and hot flavors was 
arresting. 

We fingered over an entree 
of “un dae gu,” black codfish 
filet with brittle skin and a 
silky interior. A mild sauce 
brightened with Korean red 
pepper and the fresh summery 
flavor of stir-fried cucumber 
balanced the lush fish. 

Two desserts define the yin 
and yang of the dessert 
roundup: A poached Asian 
pear and two slices of choco- 
late “pave.” Spread across the 
plate like a delicate golden 
fan, the fruit’s slices retained 
some of their crispness. We 
dipped the spoon into the 
marinade, and inhaled the 
perfume of star anise, cinna- 
mon and vanilla. Two coal- 
colored slices of chocolate, 
their dense texture relieved by 
bits of crisp chestnuts, were 
as deep and rich as a bitter- 
sweet truffle. 

Let’s welcome this new- 
comer to Seventh Avenue and 
hope more chefs with impec- 
cable taste and cooking chops 
following her lead. 



Julio Boccas final NYC performance! 
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Sunday, 

November 11, 2007 
at 2:00 PM 



Program support provided by: (XYO 


Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College 

2900 Campus Road, Brooklyn (on-site paid parking available) 

Tickets and info: WWW.BrOOklynCGntGr0nlinG.org Box Office: 718-951-4500 (Tues - Sat, lpm-6pm) 



'Top' dish: Miso salmon topped with 
market greens and served with 
wasabi mashed potatoes is just one of 
the plates of "global comfort food" 
that Josie Smith-Malave (above) is 
serving at Speakeasy in Fort Greene. 


Most restaurateurs boast that their chef 
is tops, but few can honestly say they have 
a “Top Chef’ in the kitchen. With celebri- 
ty chef Josie Smith-Malave — a former 
contestant who sliced and diced with the 
best of them in the popular reality show 
“Top Chef’ — behind the stove, Fort 
Greene’s Speakeasy has bragging rights. 

Smith-Malave described the cuisine as 
“global comfort food” befitting an area as 
diverse as Fort Greene and Clinton Hill. 

“What we’re serving is soul food in the 
that there’s something satisfying for 
every ethnicity. Each plate that comes out 
of the kitchen represents a different cul- 



ture,” she said. 

Among the dishes are French onion 
soup (“that’s something that everyone 
seems to love,” Smith-Malave said); cur- 
ried mussels in a coconut broth for Thai 
neighbors; Southern folk can dig into 
glazed baby back ribs; and the Caribbean 
population wifi appreciate the chicken 
noodle soup with Jamaican spices. 

A full bar is available and the interna- 
tional wine fist is evolving. (Right now, 
Bordeaux and a Cote du Rhone are being 
poured.) 

Speakeasy manager Monir Gamany de- 
scribes the interior as “very late 1920s — 


as the name implies.” Outdoor seating is 
planned for the spring, and the glamorous, 
40-seat dining room is currently decked 
out in warm golds and rich earth tones. 

“We’re between two landmark streets,” 
said Gamany, “so the mood is just right.” 
The Speakeasy (132 Greene Ave. at 
Waverly Avenue in Fort Greene) accepts 
American Express, Discover, Master- 
Card and Visa. Entrees: $10.50-$21. The 
restaurant serves dinner daily. Subway: 
C, G to ClintonA/Vashington Streets. For 
information, call (718) 230-3520 or visit 
www. thespeakeasybrooklyn. com. 

— Tina Barry 



f the fried candy bars at the Chip 
Shop aren’t hitting the spot any- 
more, try grabbing a bite at its new 
neighbor Mediterra (381 Fifth Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Park Slope), which is 
serving up falafel, salads and Turkish, 
French and Italian fare. 

Or if you’re in need of a pick-me-up, 
drop into Brooklyn Bean and Tea 
Company (355 Atlantic Ave. at Hoyt 
Street in Boerum Hill), a new specialty 
coffee shop that serves up an yuppie- 
friendly menu of coffee, tea and baked 
goods like organic biscotti. 


m 



Perennial Boerum Hill fave Lunet- 
ta (116 Smith St. at Pacific Street) is 
branching out. Last week, owner Adam 
Shepard opened a Manhattan outpost 
near Union Square. 

“It’s an expansion of the brand,” 
Shepard told GO Brooklyn, “but I’m 
still there on Smith Street.” 

Speaking of food on the move, we hear 
that a taco truck will be parking perma- 
nentiy on the comer of North Seventh 
Street and Bedford Avenue in Williams- 


burg, where decent 
Mexican spots are 
still few and far be- 

And DUB Pies 

(193 Columbia St. at Sacked Street in 
the Columbia Street Waterfront Dis- 
trict), the Australian meat pie empori- 
um, will be opening a second location 
in owner Gareth Hughes’s own neigh- 
borhood, Windsor Terrace. Look for 
DUB’s grub at 211 Prospect Park West, 
which also happens to be the location 
where Paul Auster’s “Smoke” was 

Got a hot dining tip? Drop us a line at 
BreakingChews@BrooklynPaper. com. 

— Adam Rathe 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Casa” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. w^^mthsta.) (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • m i Pl ica 



DINNER FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

7 Nights, Every Night! 


Dinner Delivery & Valet Parking 


Fresh food 
cooked to order 


i nS-saifr- 

rp- fn 8727 - 4th Avenue 

L xwrra** 1 coriier Q f 88t h & 4t h 

ttor'-ZS ( 718 ) 238-8600 




PARTY UNDER THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE 
AT WATER STREET RESTAURANT 


WEDDINGS 
BRIDAL SHOWERS 
BIRTHDAYS 
BAR MITZVAHS 
FAMILY REUNIONS 
CLASS REUNIONS 
ENGAGEMENT PARTIES 
CORPORATE EVENT# 
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Bard girl 

Local novelist pens update 
of Shakespeare s ‘The 
Tempest" in her debut novel 


In her debut novel, "Among 
Other Things, I've Taken Up 
Smoking," Prospect Heights 
resident Aoibheann Sweeney 
turns Shakespeare's "The Tem- 
pest" on its head with a mod- 
ern interpretation. Her protag- 
onist, Miranda, shares a name 
with the Bard's character, but is 
raised on an island off of 
Maine, not Italy, and instead of 
running off to Milan, she sets 
her sights on New York. 

CO Brooklyn's Katie New- 
ingham chatted with Sweeney 
about updating Shakespeare, 
careers in publishing and why 
there aren't any good diners in 
Prospect Heights. 

GO Brooklyn: So, how did you 
decide to write a book about 
Shakespeare’s Miranda? 
Aoibheann Sweeney: I want- 
ed to explore the story of the 
daughter, a girl who’s educated 
but not at all ready for the out- 
side world. What would happen 
to her when she breaks her fa- 
ther’s spell and doesn’t marry a 
prince but moves to the city in- 
stead? 

GO: What made you pick New 
York City as Miranda’s final 
destination after living such an 
isolated life on Crab Island, 
Maine? 

AS: Having escaped to New 
York myself, I think it’s a place 
for escape for so many people 
from so many different lives. I 
felt that as soon as I got here: the 
energy of people wanting to 
shed their cocoon and climb into 


the next one. I think it’s a great 
place to have a character come 
into her own. 

GO: How did you end up here? 
AS: I came to live in New York 
City after college in the early 
’90s. I drove here in a U-Haul; it 
was like a sitcom. I was working 
in publishing, and I worked non- 
stop. I even worked at a book- 
store after hours. [Eventually] I 
left to go to an artist colony, and 
I stayed at people’s houses and 
tried to write my novel. I went 
and got my Master’s degree and 
then realized I had to go back to 
the city. It was 2001 and all my 
friends were in Brooklyn, so I 
came to Brooklyn. I knew noth- 
ing about Brooklyn, but now it’s 
the only place to go. I have a 
baby, and I live in Prospect 
Heights and it’s great. 

GO: What are the best spots for 
writing in the neighborhood? 

AS: I wish there were better coffee 
shops in Prospect Heights. I 
also work full-time, so I can’t 
really do the coffee shop thing. I 
used to live in Greenpoint, and 
there are great Polish diners 
there that are really well-lit. I 
love writing in diners where 
they keep pouring you coffee. 
We could use more diners in 
Prospect Heights. 

GO: Did your neighborhood in- 
fluence the book at all? 

AS: The last six years I’ve been 
in Brooklyn, I’ve been writing 
the book. The Caribbean areas 
in Brooklyn definitely influ- 



enced the book. Miranda was an 
immigrant, and so many people 
around New York City are im- 
migrants [so it] was great for in- 
spiration. 

GO: With your first book done, 
are you ready to start on the next 
one? 

AS: Not right now. I’m thinking 
non-fiction might be an easier 
path, even though everyone says 
I’m wrong. I’m working [at 


NYU] now, so I feel like non- 
fiction would blend better with 
my work. With fiction, you need 
to have another head for it. 

"Among Other Things, I've Tak- 
en Up Smoking" (T he Penguin 
Press, $23.95) by Aoibheann 
Sweeney is available at Book- 
Court <163 Court St. at Dean 
Street in Cobble Hill). For infor- 
mation, call (718) 875-3677 or 
visit www.bookcourt.org. 
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Spike’s 

sounds 


Spike Hill, the tavern sitting on the comer of 
Bedford Avenue and North Seventh Street in 
Williamsburg, is a neighborhood favorite for a 
beer or burger, but starting Oct. 25, something new 
was added to the menu: live local bands. And with 
its musician-heavy clientele. Spike Hill is already 
a breeding ground for local talent. 

“The bar has been open for years,” said Zack 
Dinerstein, a talent booker at the venue, “but we’re 
trying to give local musicians a leg up, and that’s 
where the showcase will come in.” 

The showcase, a bi-monthly concert that will 
feature 12 bands — playing everything from bal- 
lads to electronica — is designed to expose un- 
signed talent to music industry insiders, as well as 
to the crowds that stream past the venue every 

“The biggest draw for the club is its location,” said 
Dinerstein. “Our doors open to the street, so people 
walking by hear the music and then come in.” 

Artists at the showcase, like singer-songwriter 
Drew Nix (pictured) and keyboard diva Claire 
Wadsworth, were among those hoping that playing 
a set at Spike Hill will pay off. But, according to 
Dinerstein, the crowds are just as excited. 

“There are a ton of musicians in Brooklyn,” he 
said, “and there are also tons of people who want 
to come out and see them play. It makes this really 
easy.” 

The Artist Showcase will be held bimonthly at at 
Spike Hill (184 Bedford Ave. at North Seventh 
Street in Williamsburg). Free. For information, call 
(718) 218-9737 or visit www.spikehill.com. 

— Adam Rathe 
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Chocolate - 

What else is there to say? 

2917 Avenue R • (718) 375-1277 
www. J oMartChocolates. com 



busyCHEF 

Meals you'd cook yourself, 

if you weren't too busy. 

NOW FEATURING DELIVERY m 


60 Henry Street Brooklyn Heights 

71 8.624.31 82 
www.busychef.biz 


Skin flick 



On a recent rainy Friday afternoon, 
Windsor Terrace residents pressed their 
noses up to the glass entrance of Dr. 
Javier Zumaya’s dermatology office on 
Prospect Park West. 

No, there wasn’t a special on fruit acid 

There was a movie being shot in Zu- 
maya’s waiting room. 

Thomas La Sorsa, the film’s director 
(pictured at right with cameraman Tom 
Agnello), who grew up in Canarsie, has 
been coming to Zumaya’s office for a 
decade as a patient (“I don’t even call 
ahead for appointments anymore; I just 
call and say, ‘I’m coming in 10 minutes.’”), 
so it was not a problem when La Sorsa 
needed a doctor’s office to shoot scenes 
for his new feature, “Circus Maximus,” 

Though they are operating on a “shoe- 
string” budget, La Sorsa decided to shoot 
on 35mm film, which is 
much more expensive 
than video, because it 
gives a “warmth” and 
“beauty” impossible to 
achieve through other 
means. This decision has 
meant having to make 
cuts in other areas, like lo- 
cation fees and 
salaries. 

Luckily, La Sorsa’s fel- 
low Brooklynites have a 
lot of love to donate. 

Bensonhurst’s own Joe 
D’Onofrio (inset), whose 
resume includes such clas- 
sics as “A Bronx Tale” 
and “Analyze This,” agreed to work for 


free. 


“It’s great working in Brooklyn, since 
vas bom and raised here. And to help 


out a young filmmaker 
who’s also a friend,” 
D’Onofrio told us while 
enjoying a slice of pizza 
between takes. 

The plot centers around 
a mother and her 31 -year- 
old son (D’Onofrio), 
whose antics, including 
the execution of various bodily functions 
in inappropriate places, have led the 
mother, and later the son, to the office of 
an attractive female psychiatrist. 


Naturally, the script tends toward the 
bawdy, including an outrageous fantasy 
sequence in which the shrink rips off her 
clothes to reveal a T-shirt that reads “I 
Love Peeing.” 

La Sorsa’s first film, 2000’s “All Saints 
Day,” a comedy about a botched heist at a 
Brooklyn fish market, drew some minor 
acclaim. 

La Sorsa and his crew are hoping the 
name “Joe D” will help “Circus Max- 
imus” get picked up for distribution. 

— Chris Varmus 



DIAMOND... 

Continued from page 9 
said. “They can serve the peo- 
ple, especially in Africa, who 
are living on incredible wealth 
but are extremely poor. Con- 
sumers play an important role; 
they can question jewelers 
about where diamonds are ac- 
tually from and can buy fair 
trade diamonds. We can buy 
fair trade coffee; we know that 
the farmers share in profits. 
We should do that with dia- 
monds as well. If the con- 
sumer just buys anything 
that’s available, it’s not going 
to happen.” 

It’s this passion and cultural 
conversation that Umbrage in- 
tends to develop with its new 
DUMBO space. 

“It’s going to be very excit- 
ing because there is photogra- 
phy everywhere here and the 
streets are teeming with activ- 
ity,” Richardson said as she 
shooed away gawkers who 
were trying to come into Um- 
brage’s temporary gallery 
space before the opening of 
“Diamond Matters.” “It’s very 


THANKSGIVING WITH 


AT THE RESTAURANT 

Early Bird Special 
5 Course Traditional Dinner 
$ 29-95 per person 
Seating from 1:00~2:50pm only 

Eull A La Carte Menu 
with holiday specials 
Seating from 5;00-8:50pm 


AT HOME: Thanksgiving TO-GO 
Serves 5-10 people $195 plus tax 

-20 lb. Roasted Whole Grain-Fed Turkey with Giblet Gravy 
-Butternut Squash Soup with Crushed Amaretti 
-Apple/Pecan Bread Stuffing 

-Bourbon-Laced Sweet Potatoes with Marshmallow 
-Green & Yellow Wax Beans with Lemon Zest & Almonds 
-Cranberry & Orange Chutney with Star Anise 
— Chocolate-Glazed Pumpkin OR Honey-Glazed Pecan Pie 

ORDERS MUST BE PLACED BY NOV. 1 6 


TEMPO RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 
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BROOKLYN WINE cu. 


Red White 8t Bubbly 



21 1 5th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 1 1217 
718-636-WINE 
'w. redwhiteandbubbly.c( 
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A New Six-Week Course From 
The Rohr Jewish Learning Institute 

LAND 

-SPIRIT 


why we all care about Israel 


Six Sundays, starting November 4 

9:30 am - 11:00 am 

Six Wednesdays, starting November 7 

7:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

Fee: $60 (textbooks included) 

Congregation B'nai Avraham 

117 Remsen Street (between Clinton & Henty) 
Brooklyn Heights 
please call (718) 596-4840 Ext. 18 
or email ravraskin@aol.com 
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Cash-rich DeBlasio seeks Beep post 


To face off against Barron in race to succeed Markowitz 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Yet another person has 
started dreaming about the 
day when Borough President 
Markowitz is term-limited out 
of office — Councilman Bill 
DeBlasio announced this 
week that he will seek 
Markowitz’s seat in 2009. 

DeBlasio’s hardly surprising 
announcement — he’s also term- 
limited in the Council— makes 
him the second pol to officially 
seek the Borough Hall post. 

And like Councilman Charles 
Barron, DeBlasio, 46, turned 
down a possible run for Congress 
to seek Brooklyn’s highest, 
though not-thal-powerful, office. 

“I actually think it’s a great 
office,” he said. “Brooklyn is 
obviously the center of the 
most-important stuff going on 
in the city right now — cultur- 
ally, polmcany wrth our pro- 
gressive values and progressive 
ideas, and development- wise. 
The next borough president will 
get to shape a lot of that.” 



WHAT ARE THE CHANCES?: We found this file photo of Councilman Bill DeBlasio (left) and 
colleague Charles Barron staring each other down long before their fight for Borough Hall. 


DeBlasio’s base is Brown- 
stone Brooklyn, specifically his 
Park Slope council district. But 
he strengthened his position a 
borough-wide race with his 
strong support for his then-Coun- 
cil colleague Yvette Clarke over 
Councilman David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn Heights) in a four- 
way race for Congress last year. 

He’s also tightly allied with 
local labor unions, whose mem- 
bers came out in droves to sup- 
port Clarke and can be counted 
on to support DeBlasio in 2009. 

In an interview this week with 
The Brooklyn Paper, DeBlasio 
said he would emphasize his sup- 
port for affordable housing and 
“protecting neighborhoods” from 
“irresponsible developers.” 

He did not mention his sup- 
port for the Atlantic Yards proj- 
ect, a position that has earned him 
substantial opposition from many 
residents of his Park Slope base. 

Barron certainly focused on 
Atlantic Yards as a way of attack- 
ing DeBlasio’s “inconsistent” 
support of progressive values. 

“He supported Ratner! He 



Marty Markowitz: Lame duck 


supported gutting Downtown 
Brooklyn [a reference to the 
Downtown Brooklyn Plan, a 
2004 upzoning] , yet now says 
he wants to save the Duffield 
Street houses, which were part 
of the Underground Railroad,” 


Barron said. 

“And he support- 
ed the expansion of 
the 421 -a subsidy, 
which is a handout 
to developers,” Bar- 

‘ Developer should 
not get tax breaks 
for building projects 
| that are SO percent 
s luxury housing.” 

“r For his part, De- 
§> Blasio said that he 

| ence” than Barron, 
| citing his work in 
£ the Dinkins Ad- 
J- ministration as well 
e as working in the 
« Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development dur- 
ing the Clinton Ad- 
ministration. 

He was also a top adviser to 
Hillary Clinton during her suc- 
cessful run for Senate in 2000. 

DeBlasio has $300,000 in his 
campaign war-chest and is eli- 
gible for an additional $200,000 


in public matching funds. 

Barron, by comparison, is 
broke. This week, the Federal 
Election Commission wrote to 
his campaign treasurer asking 
why the Councilman’s 2006 
Congressional campaign ac- 
count has “a negative cash bal- 
ance of $1,375.66.” 

“Bill DeBlasio needs to raise 
money so he can raise people,” 
said Barron, who spent just 
$135,000 on his congressional 
race against longtime Rep. Ed 
Towns and got 38 percent of the 
vote in a three-way race. “I’m 
raising people so I won’t need 

Though once expected to be 
a crowded field, the race for 
borough president has thinned 
out. Councilman Domenic Rec- 
chia has opted to battle Rep. 
Vito Fossella next year for the 
sole New York City Republi- 
can’s tenuous Bay Ridge-Staten 
Island seat. And Councilmen 
Simcha Felder (D-Borough 
Park) and Yassky have opted to 
run for City Comptroller. 


A Republican judge?! 

GOP candidate running as the anti-Dear 


Endorsement: See p. 8 


A Republican contender for a 
Civil Court judgeship in over- 
whelmingly Democratic Brook- 
lyn — who has run as a line filler 
for his party in previous years — 
is surging, thanks to the notoriety 
that comes from running against 
a controversial, ethically chal- 
lenged, homophobic and largely 
absent Democratic opponent. 

The Republican, James Mc- 
Call, lambastes his opponent, 
former Councilman Noach 
Dear, as measuring himself for 
judicial robes before the elec- 
tion has even taken place. 

“I’m running forjudge, and 
Noach Dear is running for cov- 
er,” quipped McCall. “That 
speaks for itself.” 

McCall, 59, a lifelong Bay 
Ridgite and Reagan Democrat, 


insists he stands a chance, even 
though a Republican has not 
won a contested judgeship in 
Brooklyn since the middle of 
the 20th century. 

“We’re doing a lot of what we 
need to do to win this race,” Mc- 
Call told The Brooklyn Paper. 
‘It’s down to whether we can tru- 
ly activate the Republican base.” 

He’s trying to do it with ener- 
gy — appearing virtually every- 
where in the Fifth District, 
which includes Bay Ridge, Dyk- 
er Heights, Bensonhurst, Sunset 
Park and Windsor Terrace — 
and humor. His newspaper ads 
offer voters a “Top 10 list” of 
“reasons to vote for Jim Mc- 
Call.” The first reason given by 
the hefty lawyer: “Black judicial 


robes are very slimming.” The 
10th? “He’s not Noach Dear.” 

McCall hasn’t confined his 
campaigning to cutesy ads. He’s 
pressed the flesh at senior cen- 
ters, the Bay Ridge Community 
Council, Republican clubs, and 
most oddly, at a meeting for the 
Lambda Independent Democ- 
rats, a lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender political club. 

Dear’s been doing his part 
for McCall, too, by doing next 
to nothing to energize the De- 
mocratic base. Even his en- 
dorsements by Borough Presi- 
dent Markowitz and county 
boss, Assemblyman Vito Lopez 
(D-Bushwick), have backfired 
with political insiders who 
called it payback for Dear’s 


pledge to stop running for of- 
fice and having his record re- 
peatedly dredged up. 

Dear served as a Borough 
Park councilman for 18 (pre- 
term-limit) years, during which 
he spearheaded the opposition 
to the landmark 1986 gay rights 
bill in the Council and then, af- 
ter the bill passed, sought to 
overturn it. 

Dear’s record remains tar- 
nished by corruption and ethical 
lapses. The Village Voice re- 
cently reported that when Dear 
ran for Congress a few years 
ago, his staff forged 47 money 
orders in other people’s names 
to hide a donation of $40,000, 
then 20 times the legal limit. 
The Voice also reported that in 
1991, Dear was “receiving 
nearly $250,000 a year from a 
charity he headed called the 
Save Soviet Jewry Founda- 



tion.” He later returned more 
than $37,000 after an investiga- 
tion by the attorney general. 

Moreover, much of the money 
to finance his campaign for Civil 
Court judge has come from taxi 
corporations, the very same ones 
he is charged with regulating as a 
commissioner on the Taxi and 
Limousine Commission. 

Unlike Dear, whom the City 
Bar association rated unquali- 
fied for the job, McCall — who 


was rated as “approved” — is 
an attorney with years of expe- 
rience in the Kings Country 
court system. For the past four 
years, he’s worked as a Civil 
Court attorney. Before that, he 
worked as trial attorney, mostly 
doing personal injury defense 
for insurance companies. 

McCall believes that Dear is 
so bad a candidate that it will 
override Brooklyn’s knee-jerk 
Democratic leanings. Indeed, the 
Lambda club almost endorsed 
its first Republican last week to 
protest Dear’s candidacy. Even 
so, club members — all liberals 
— had plenty of good things to 
say about McCall. 

“Dear has been so vile in his 
homophobia that we [should] 
support a Republican to defeat 
him,” said Rdph Perfetto, a dis- 
trict leader from Bay Ridge 
who accompanied McCall to 
last week’s Lambda endorse- 
ment meeting. 

For now, McCall hopes to 
ride the anti-Dear bandwagon 
into office. “I am completely 
and 100 percent the alternative 
to Noach Dear.” 

General Election, Tuesday, Nov. 
6. For information on your local 
poll site, call (212) VOTE-NYC or 
visit www.vote.nyc.ny.us. 


In Congress, Clarke last among firsts 

In her first year, writing far fewer bills than other House freshmen 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Brooklyn’s newest 
gresswoman has gotten off to filearfier this monster get- 


than all but three members of 
her 54-person freshman class 
— and she didn’t even roll out 
her first piece of legislation u 


a slow start. 

Rep. Yvette Clarke (D-Park 
Slope) has written fewer bills 


ting wind that an influential po- 
litical magazine was about to 
publicly skewer her for failing 


‘Schoolhouse 9 primer 

Rep. Yvette Clarke has had so many problems introducing 
legislation that we at The Brooklyn Paper felt that maybe she 
needed a refresher course on how things work in Washington 
Towards that end, we'd like to remind her of the words to the 
famous "Schoolhouse Rock" song, "I'm Just a Bill": 



"I'm Just a Bill." 

Lyrics and music by Dave F rishberg 

I'm just a bill. 

Yes, I'm only a bill. 

And I'm sitting here on Capitol 
Hill. 

Well, it's a long, long journey 
To the capital city. 

It's a long, long wait 
While I'm sitting in committee. 
But I know I'll be a law some 
day 

At least I hope and pray that I 
will. 

But today, I am still just a bill. 

I'm just a bill. 

Yes I'm only a bill, 

And I got as far as Capitol Hill. 


And I’ll sit here and wait, 

While a few key Congressmen 
discuss and debate 
Whether they should let me be 

How I hope and pray that they 
will, 

But today, I am s till just a bill. 

I'm just a bill 
Yes, I'm only a bill 
And if they vote for me on 
Capitol Hill 

Well, then I'm off to the White 

Where I'll wait in a line 
With a lot of other bills 
For the president to sign 
And if he signs me, then I'll be 

How I hope and pray that he 
But today I am still just a bill. 


to draft a bill. 

As a result, she was the last 
member of the freshman class 
to submit a piece of legislation, 
which she did on Oct. 15 — 
more than nine months into of- 
fice and four months after the 
second-tardiest freshman. 

Moreover, Con- 
gress.org, an organiza- 
tion that monitors the 
legislature, gave Clarke 
a power ranking of 
366th in Congress, and 
36th in the freshman 

The numbers have 
left even Clarke’s sup- 
porters scratching their 
heads. 

“She has had an in- 
credible opportunity to 
become a leading fresh- 
man,” said Arthur Picco- 
lo, a Democratic insider 
who vigorously cam- 
paigned for Clarke in 
the heated four-way race 
to succeed retiring Rep. 
Major Owens in 2006. 

“She has not taken 
advantage of that at all. 
It mystifies me. [Her 
lack of legislation is] a 
symbolic example of 
that.” 

Clarke has drafted 
two bills since hearing 
the complaints from the 
wonks and the chatter- 
ing class. Her first bill 
sought to improve the 
U.S. Citizen and Immi- 
gration Service, where 
backlogs can force im- 
migrants and naturalized 
residents to wait years 



Rep. Yvette Clarke 


for their documentation . 

Eight days later, on Oct. 23, 
Clarke introduced a second bill 
that would increase government 
relief to military families. 

Clarke’s spokeswoman, Chic 
Smith, insisted that quality of 
legislation was more important 
than quantity. 

“Would it be better for her to 
introduce a bill that required 
everybody carry Kleenex, or 
everybody carry Purell?” said 
Smith. “There is no deadline for 
members of Congress [to intro- 
duce legislation], 

“I don’t understand the em- 
phasis on the amount,” added 
Smith. “There’s always going 
to be a first, someone in the 
middle, someone in the last 
[place].” 

Until recently, that someone 
was Clarke, who declined to 


speak with The Brooklyn Paper 
about her bill- writing shortcom- 
ings. But she told Politico, an 
influential online magazine, that 
she had “not really concentrated 
that much on crafting legisla- 

“Part of it was getting my 
bearings,” added Clarke. “I do 
have interest. I just haven’t 
made that my ultimate focus.” 

Clarke did not use her mid- 
year medical leave as an excuse. 
In July, Clarke had surgery to 
relieve painful uterine fibroids, 
and took a six- week leave of ab- 

Beyond that, Craig Holman, 
the campaign finance lobbyist 
for Public Citizen, a congres- 
sional watchdog group, said 
Clarke’s inaction was not that 
significant. 

“Freshman congressmen tra- 
ditionally are not the sponsors 
of much legislation, given their 


lack of familiarity and network- 
ing within Congress,” said Hol- 
man. “And the legislation they 
do sponsor tends to be pretty 
meaningless.” 

Even so, other freshmen rep- 
resentatives have managed to 
get their focus more quickly. 
Gus Bilirakis (R-Florida), has 
already introduced 18 bills, one 
of which of was passed by the 
Democratic house just this 
month. 

If Clarke is writing few bills, 
she may merely be following 
the example set by her prede- 
cessor, Owens. In the last 10 of 
his 24 years in Congress — pre- 
sumably when his seniority 
gave him far more clout than a 
humble freshman — wrote 102 
bills, or about 10 bills per year 
on average, according to Gov- 
Track.us, an independent legis- 
lation-tracking Web site. 

Not a single one passed. 


Late bloomer 

Not only has Rep. Yvette Clarke (D-Park Slope) written 
few bills, the freshman introduced her first bill a full four 
months after the next-tardiest freshman. Here's how the 
bottom five shape up: 

CONGRESSPERSON 

INTRODUCE 1ST BILL 

Kathy Castor (D-FL) 

April 26 

Bill Sali (R-ID) 

March 21 

David Davis (R-TN) 

May 1 

Jim Jordan (R-OH) 

May 22 

Yvette Clarke (D-Park Slope) 

Oct. 15 


Clarke bar 

Brooklyn's newest member of Congress, Rep. Yvette 
Clarke (D-Park Slope), is going easy on the House 
Clerk. In fact, Clarke ranks second-to-last among all 
freshman in the number of bills she's introduced dur- 
ing her first 10 months in office. Here are the top 10 
bill-writers and the bottom five (through Oct. 29): 

MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

RANK 

# OF BILLS 

Zachary Space (D-OH) 

1 

19 

Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) 

2 

18 

Nick Lampson (D-TX) 

3 

17 

Keith Ellison (D-MI) 

4 

14 

Baron Hill (D-IN) 

4 

14 

Patrick Murphy (D-PA) 

6 

13 

Christopher Carney (D-PA) 

7 

12 

John Hall (D-NY) 

8 

11 

Peter Welch (D-VT) 

8 

11 

Doug Lamborn (R-CO) 

10 

10 

Kathy Castor (D-FL) 

50 

2 

Yvette Clarke (D-Park Slope) 

50 

2 

David Davis (R-TN) 

52 

1 

Jim Jordan (R-OH) 

52 

1 

Bill Sali (R-ID) 

52 

1 


NEW FACE... 

Continued from page 1 
posedly look like in five years. 

The slideshow, complete with a voiceover by stage legend 
Ian McKellan (Brooklyn Academy of Music’s own King Lear), 
forecasted that the area bounded by Tillary, Fulton and Jay 
Streets and Flatbush Avenue Extension, plus the blocks around 
BAM, would become “a true urban center.” 

The Partnership predicted $9.5 billion in new private devel- 
opment that includes 14301 residential units, 1 ,803 hotel rooms 
and 1.6 million square feet of new retail space. The animated 
renderings — plus the Partnership’s commitment to building a 
central park called “Willoughby Square” — will be used to help 

Absent from the Partnership’s presentation was mention of 
the city’s original plan for Downtown Brooklyn to become a 
booming business district. Where the Partnership once saw 4.5 
million square feet of new office space, it now predicts 1 .6 mil- 
lion. 

“The 43 million square feet was the total capacity that could 
be created,” said Partnership President Joe Chan. “We don’t re- 
ally see it as a failure. The growth of the commercial sector was 
one goal of the [2004] Downtown Brooklyn Plan. The other 
was the creation of a 24/7 community. Clearly, on the residen- 
tial end, we’re doing better than we ever thought we would.” 

Indeed, as Chan pointed out, three new residential skyscrap- 
ers have topped out in the past year: the Forte in Fort Greene, 
the Oro on Flatbush Avenue, and be@Schermerhom. Several 
more have broken ground. 

But the Partnership’s hope for a 24/7 residential community 
is facing the harsh reality of a sudden downturn in the real-es- 
tate market and on Wall Street — economic conditions that re- 
cently prompted Mayor Bloomberg to demand cutbacks from 
his commissioners. 

The presentation was held on the 23rd floor of One 
Metrotech Center, an artifact of a previous Downtown Brooklyn 
redevelopment scheme, where Chan has his offices. 

The Downtown czar offered these predictions: 

• Within two weeks, a developer will be selected for a part of 
the BAM Cultural District, which includes the controversial 
new home for the Manhattan based Dancespace Project, an ex- 
perimental group that is displacing a homegrown music venue 
called Amber Art and Music Space. 

• Shortly thereafter, the city will select a developer for 
Willoughby Square, the 1 ,5-acre park and underground parking 
garage. The controversial project will require the city to con- 
demn homes linked by historians to the Underground Railroad. 

• By early spring, construction will begin on the Theater for a 
New Audience near BAM, and on the $15-million city-funded 
beautification of Flatbush Avenue, a gritty thoroughfare that 
Chan dubbed an “iconic boulevard.” 



Massive clock 


The clock atop the tallest building in Brooklyn — the 
Williamsburgh Savings Bank tower on Hanson Place in 
Fort Greene — has finally been uncovered. But the Four- 
Faced Liar is still not telling time. The company that is 
converting the former dentists' paradise into luxury 
apartments is continuing its costly repairs to the bor- 
ough's beloved timepiece. 
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Join us this fall. 

PreK Open Houses 

Start at 712 Carroll Street 


Find out what makes Berkeley Carroll 
a place where you can expect more. 

-Challenging academics with strong 
commitment to arts and athletics 


K-4 Open Houses 

Start at 701 Carroll Street 


-Dedicated faculty characterized by 
warmth, energy, and passion for their 
students and subjects 

-Dynamic and diverse community 
of students, teachers and parents 
committed to learning 


Grades 5-12 Open Houses 

Start at 181 Lincoln Place 
RSVP: 718-789-6060 x 6527 
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SMART 

mom 


By Louise Crawford 


year, he has turned into an ac- 
complished rhythm guitar play- 
er. And this is the kid who re- 
fused every music lesson he’s 
ever been offered. 

But that’s not all. On his 
own, he’s become an avid read- 
er of early 20th-century poetry 
and has been obsessively writ- 
ing songs that could give Bob 
Dylan a run for his money. 

(Smartmom’s his mother. 
She’s allowed to kvell). 

Unlike the Oh So Feisty 
One, he doesn’t like to share 
everything with his mom. That 
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‘Where Magicat 'Parties happen! 

• Puppet Shows • Singalongs 

• Caricatures • Face Painting 

• Puppet Making ■ Balloon Fun 
Doll making ■ Tarot Readings 
& Crafts • Treasure Hunts 

Ca((‘J(eSecca 
(347)385-6705 
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OSFO, she loves to 
be guided and en- 
couraged. When she 
practices the piano, 
she insists Smart- 
mom sit right next to 
her. 

“Stop it,” she 
screams when Smartmom sings 
along with one of her classical 
pieces. But if Smartmom dares 
to get up: “Get back here!” 

Teen Sprit couldn’t be more 
different. He’s always been an 
independent sort. The less inter- 
est shown the better. An 
overzealous parent can blow his 
enthusiasm right out the window. 

The other day, these thoughts 
were foremost on Smartmom’s 
mind as she and Hepcat made 
their way to Teen Spirit’s solo 
gig at the Bowery Poetry Club. 

Smartmom ordered a glass of 
Chardonnay to calm her sub- 
stantial nerves. While Teen Spir- 
it has been playing bass with his 
band, Cool and Unusual Punish- 
ment, for three years, this was 
his first solo performance. 

As audience members filled 
the dark performance space, 
Smartmom thought about the 
dark growing rooms where 
white, brown and Portobello 
mushrooms are harvested. 

Just like those mushrooms, 
Teen Spirit was growing on his 
own without the bright artificial 
light of his mother’s attention. 
On his own, he had transformed 
himself into a serious singer- 
songwriter. 

It all seemed very sudden to 
Smartmom. That’s probably be- 
cause she had nothing to do 
with it. Truth is, he seems to 
have little use for her constant 
nagging: Wake up. Take a 
shower. Go to school. Do your 
homework. Go to bed. 

But that’s what mothers do. 
That’s part of the job descrip- 
tion. And it’s part of the 
parental delusion of control that 
their children can’t develop 
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A fully licensed and certified preschool 

n't, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 


iP 2-4 year old programs 
□ Licensed teachers 
U Optimal educational equipment 
Jfli Exclusive outdoor facilities 
'0 Indoor Gym facilities 


afternoons or full days 
JlfiSpacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Part-time spot available for 3 or 4 year old girl 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


62 Fourth St. (corner of Hoyt) • (718)522-5822 
ujuiuj.BrooklvnFencing.com 


Read us online every week at 
www.BrooklynPaper.com 


Teen Spirit is her little mushroom 
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• Group Closses 

• Open Fencing 

Monday - Saturday 

• Private Lessons 

• Summer Comps 
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Teen Spirit 


without them. 

Waiting for Teen Spirit to 
play, Smartmom found herself 
stressing: Would he know how 
to use a microphone? Was his 
guitar in tune? Would his hair 
fall into his face and cover his 
eyes? Would he remember the 
lyrics to his self-penned songs? 
Would he sing loudly enough? 

Smartmom was channeling 
Gypsy’s Mama Rose big time. 
Sing out Teen Spirit. Sing out. 

Turns out, Smartmom didn’t 


need to worry a bit. Teen Spirit 
took hold of that stage and did- 
n’t let go. 

“This is a song about a fami- 
ly,” he told the audience at one 
point. “But it’s not autobio- 
graphical.” 

“A mother says to her 
daughter, never marry a man 
like your father, all he’ll make 
you do is cry, all he’ll give you 
is black eyes, like the ones that 
pollute your mother’s face,” he 
sang. 


SATURDAY, NOV. 3 

10 am and 11:30 am: Kid's Concert with 
Chocolate Chip chamber music. Old First 
Reformed Church (126 Seventh Ave., at 
Carroll Street in Park Slope). $7, $6 kids. Call 
(718) 636-7414 for info. 

11 am and 2 pm: Art class. Brooklyn Museum 
(200 Eastern Pkwy., at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights). $8, free for members and 
kids under 12. Call (718) 638-5000 for info. 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: Puppet show. "The 
Prince and The Magic Flute." Puppetworks 
(338 Sixth Ave., at Fourth Street in Park 
Slope). $8 adults, $7 kids. Reservations sug- 
gested. Call (718) 965-3391 for info. 

12:30 pm: Kid's dance class. Old First 
Reformed Church (126 Seventh Ave., at 
Carroll Street in Park Slope). Free. Call (718) 
522-4696 for info. 

2 pm and 7:30 pm: Marionette performance. 
"Hamlet, Prince of Denmark." Jane's Carousel 
(56 Water St., between Main and Dock streets 
in DUMBO). $15, $10 seniors and kids 12 and 
younger. Call (212) 868-4444 for info. 

4 pm: Dance workshop. Cynthia King Dance 
(1256 Prospect Ave., between Reeve Place 
and Greenwood Avenue in Windsor Terrace). 
Free. Call (718) 437-0101 for info. 


Some of the songs 
gave her chills. Others 
made her swoon. One 
or two simply took her 
breath away. 

“We are sacred, we 


are pure, we are rare, 
we are obscure, we are 
all that we have left.” 
Afterward, Smart- 
mom and Hepcat were 
in awe of their off- 
spring. But could they 
take any credit for it? 

Sure, Teen Spirit 
had inherited Smart- 
mom’s musicality and 
her wondrous way 
with words. But he 
owned his effort and 
his talent fair and 
square. Teen Spirit had 
created himself out of 
sight of his parent’s 
hovering. 

“Was that great or 
are we just prejudiced 
because we’re his 
parents?” Smartmom 
asked her spouse as 
they walked to the F 
train. Hepcat, who 
recorded the show 
with his brand new 
Zoom H4, reminded 
her, “Some of the oth- 
er kids’ parents were 
impressed, too.” 

In fact, the mother 
of Teen Spirit’s oldest 
friend told Smartmom 
to tell Teen Spirit that 
she was very proud of him. 
Then she paused to rephrase. 
“No, tell Teen Spirit we were 
blown away.” 

And there it was: Perhaps 
Smartmom couldn’t take credit 
for teaching Teen Spirit any- 
thing, but he had certainly 
taught her that not all children 
are flowers. Some are mush- 
rooms and you just have to 
leave ’em alone. 

Louise Crawford also writes 
"Only the blog knows Brooklyn. " 


A scene from "The Prince and The Magic Flute," with marionettes by Nicolas 
Coppola, now playing through Dec. 23 at Puppetworks in Park Slope. 


Friday, Nov. 9th, 9am to 1 1am 
Wednesday, Nov. 14th, 3pm to 5pm 


S martmom used to think 
that parents were respon- 
sible for everything good, 
bad, and indifferent about their 
children. 

She thought that raising chil- 
dren was like raising African 
Violets or Orchids; tending to a 
child with the unswerving dedi- 
cation of a master gardener. 

But after being a parent for 
more than 16 years, Smartmom 
has learned that, while some 
kids are like flowers, others are 
more like exotic mushrooms. 

In other words, the less you 
do, the better. 

While no one can deny that 
it is important to nurture, love, 
feed, educate and guide one’s 
children, sometimes being a 
parent requires a healthy dose 
of distance. 

Take Teen Spirit. In the last 


Providing a unique outstanding educational 
program in a private setting 
from Pre-K and UPK to 8th grade 


A. FANTIS PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 

195 State Street • Downtown Brooklyn 
718 - 624-0501 • www.afantis.org 


Come visit! 


BerkdeyQ^roL] 


knt»rtatit«i«Dt 


718.308.6060 

Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 

718 - 434-9697 

917 - 318-9092 


Classical Flute Lessons 


( 718 ) 288-1302 


Photography 




en an in shi* 


OPEN HOUSE 


Marriage Need a Tune-Up? 

I can show you how to: 

• use the techniques that (research 
shows) help relationships last. 

• make sure that your partner 
understands what’s on your mind. 

• separate the past from the 
present in the relationship. 

• create realistic expectations for 
resolving those ongoing, touchy issues. 

•evaluate what the commitment to 
new, promising behaviors would require. 

Mastering These Basics Is the Key To A Successful Marriage 

Joan Emerson, PhD • (718) 499-0373 

Licensed Psychologist & Couples Specialist 






Are you challenged by the behavior of your preschooler? 

Stressed by the demands of raising a child with special needs? 
Trying techniques that don't work? 

Feeling frustrated? 


We Can Help! 

for more information please call 

718 . 853.1750 


Services Available Free of Charge 


ABA 

TEACHERS 


INTEGRATED 


CLASSROOMS 

EVALUATIONS 
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HISTORIC DUMBO? 


SERVICES 

Accountants 


City considers landmarking 



- . ; ! 
a 

, a 

■ 0 * - 1 

; j&> 


DUMBO real-estate titan David Walentas supports landmarking the neighborhood, 
even though it would mean more struggles for his proposed Dock Street tower. 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

DUMBO residents, civic organizations 
and the area’s most-prominent developer 
were unified in their support for recogniz- 
ing the neighborhood as a historic district 
at a Landmarks Preservation Commission 
hearing on Tuesday. 

The commission heard from 34 people 
during the two-and-a-half-hour public hear- 
ing, and all of them supported the designa- 
tion. The commission said it also received 
about 15 letters in favor of the historic district 
from people who couldn’t attend the hearing. 

To date, no one has gone on record 

Residents say they love their neighbor- 
hood, but worry that booming development 
is threatening its historic buildings featuring 
19th-century industrial architecture, and his- 
toric infrastructure like its Belgian block 

“Six years ago, my wife and I moved 
here from Manhattan because we liked 
what we saw, and since then it’s gotten even 
better,” said Milton Herder of the DUMBO 
Neighborhood Association. “The neighbor- 
hood pulse has livened and new cultural 
events have come in a torrent. In human 
terms, it’s better than ever to live here.” 

But Herder also sounded a cautionary note. 

“New developers, unrestrained by any 
vision or public sense, have changed the 
picture, building with no regard for scale or 
context. Worse, some developers have hasti- 
ly and furtively renovated or demolished 
their buildings in an obvious race to beat 
out landmark preservation.” 

Herder specifically singled out Shaya 
Boymelgreen’s 23-story Beacon Tower at 
85 Adams St., and Cara Development’s 33- 
story J Condo at 100 Jay St., as being out- 
of-scale with the rest of the neighborhood. 

DUMBO Neighborhood Association 
President Karen Johnson, owner of the bar 
68 Jay Street, gave a long list of reasons the 
commission should landmark the neighbor- 
hood, but most of them boiled down to 
“protecting” the neighborhood from “over- 
scale building,” preserving DUMBO’s “glo- 
rious historic architecture” and halting “the 
onrush toward luxury residences and the 
loss of affordable space.” 


“Our future is threatened, but not 
doomed,” Johnson said. “There is still plen- 
ty worth saving, if the commission moves 
quickly to give landmark protection to this 
fragile treasure.” 

Johnson’s group has been pursuing land- 
mark status for the area for several years. 
But Irene Janner, a member of Community 
Board 2, told the Landmarks commission 
that her board has been pushing for the his- 
toric district since the 1990s. 

Doreen Gallo, also of DNA, said the 
time to landmark DUMBO is “now or nev- 
er.” And Brooklyn Heights Association Ex- 
ecutive Director Judy Stanton said the issue 
was before the commission “not a moment 

To illustrate the need for landmarking, 
resident Heather Breen said the E.W. Bliss 
foundry building at 205 Water St. was tom 
down earlier this year, even as Landmarks 
was preparing to consider DUMBO’s appli- 
cation for historic district status. 

“Had we had landmark protection [then], 
so much would be different,” she said. 

Property owners and developers often 


oppose historic districts because they limit 
the scope and design of their projects. 

Indeed, just last week, Two Trees Man- 
agement, which is DUMBO’s primary de- 
velopment company and supports the DUM- 
BO landmarking plan, asked the Council to 
grant it an exception to the height resmcnons 
in the nearby Cobble Hill Historic District. 

DUMBO property owner Peter Forman 
once opposed the landmarking, which would 
cover about 21 blocks and 65 buildings in the 
neighborhood, but testified in favor of it on 
Tuesday. 

He did say that the city should upzoning 
other parts of DUMBO to encourage more 
residential development. 

A Landmarks spokeswoman said the 
commission will probably vote on the pro- 
posed DUMBO historic district before the 
end of the year. 

The Landmarks Preservation Commission 
will take comments in writing until Nov. 6. 
Send an e-mail to comments@lpc.nyc.gov, or 
write to Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Chairman Robert Tierney, 1 Centre Street, 
Ninth Floor, New York, NY 10007. 



CHECKIN' IN WITH... 


Aaron Cedolia 

Performance Artist 


Trader Joe's won't be at the corner of Atlantic Av- 
enue and Court Street for at least a year, but there's sc 
much anticipation in the air that artists are already I 
weighing in. The other day, a line started forming out- 
side the future home of Trader Joe's — but it didn't | 
take long for locals to realize that the customers w 
merely members of peoplmovr, a two-year-old art collec- 


Geoffrey Scott (logo, inset). The collective's work has 
been popping up all over town, mostly as part of a 
series of pieces called "The Walker, " in which one or 
two people stand on a street corner and enter a 
fugue state (look, it's a statement about alienation, 
OK?). Last week's Trader Joe's lineup was more of a 
social satire, explained Cedolia, who checked in this 


tive co-founded by Carroll Gardens residents Aaron Cedolia and week with our own fugue editor, Gersh Kuntzman. 


Q: So what was this piece all about? 

A: For us, it was a humorous look at an- 
ticipation and commerce and culture in 
New York City. We had people stand out- 
side a grocery store that isn’t open yet, 
and a lot of people in the neighborhood 
seemed to get it right away. 

Q: Because of our hot, sweaty antici- 
pation about Trader Joe's? 

A: Right. This project wouldn’t have 
made sense anywhere else. We couldn’t 
do this project outside a Publix grocery 
store in Florida. It wouldn’t make sense 
for an arts group to stand outside it a year 
before. But here, it made sense right away. 
Q: But what is the meaning? 

A: (laughs) That’s something else we 
don’t force on people. We like to have 


people make their own idea. But for us, it 
was a humorous look at anticipation. 

Q: It's actually a satire about our com- 
mercial culture, no? 

A: It could be seen that way. Most of our 
work has one or two people. But at Trad- 
er Joe’s, we had people in the project keep 
showing up for the entire hour and getting 
on line. People watching it saw it grow 
and change. It’s a site-specific installation. 
Q: And the white shirts and black 
pants? Someone said it reminded 
them of Jehovah's Witnesses. 

A: No. They were just left over from a 
previous project. But we decided to use 
them rather than street clothes so there 
would be an aesthetic formality. 

Q: You mean so it would stand out. 


right? But what was your inspiration? 

A: I first read about the Trader Joe’s in 
The Brooklyn Paper, of course. But then 
was amazed at how quickly I was receiv- 
ing emails and text messages from people 
in the neighborhood about it. And now 
there are hundreds of blog posts and 
pages out there on it. 

Q: It's not just the neighbors who 
want it. The politicians had a parade 
from Borough Hall to the store site on 
the day the deal was announced ! 

A: We’re kind of amazed by how much 
everyone is talking about it. 

Q: And it all started with The Brook- 
lyn Paper. 

A: It now comes full circle with this inter- 
view, I guess. 


People started lining up to shop at the Trader Joe's on Court Street a few Sundays ago. But, relax, it was only an art project! 


MENUS... 


Continued from page 1 

But there’s nothing cordial 
about the PSCC’s attitude to- 
wards leafleting. 

“They drop fliers on our steps 
and they blow into the streets. It 
becomes incredibly repulsive and 
appalling,” said Candace Wood- 
ward, the group’s vice president. 

Other neighborhood groups 
have remained neutral, even 
though their members have also 
complained about the carpet- 
bombing tactics of leafleters. 

Roy Sloane, a member of the 
Cobble Hill Association, said: 
“There have been complaints for 


a long time,” about fliers in his 
neighborhood, but his group nev- 
er tried to root it out, because dis- 
tributing fliers is protected by the 
First Amendment. 

Free speech or not, even the 
state Senate has joined the mix, 
passing a law to shield people from 
being blanketed by fliers if they put 
up a “no flier” sign. (The Assem- 
bly has yet to take up the bill.) 

This might seem like good news, 
but these signs do not meet the 
state’s requirements for a legal anti- 
flier sign, because they ate too small 
and do not have the requited text. 

But the BHA is not disheartened. 

“This is the only thing that’s 


worked,” Wolfe said. “People had 
written letters to the companies 
[that hire people to drop the ads 
door-to-door] and nothing happened.” 

This isn’t a new crusade for the 
BHA. The group started making 
the signs in 2001 and sold them 
mainly to group members. Only 
last week, the BHA redoubled its 
effort when Tony’s Hardware on 
Smith Street became the first store 
to carry them, and through the first 
weekend, had sold 18, thanks to 
mentions on some Brooklyn Web 
sites, like the Gowanus Lounge. 

“People come in and they say: 
‘Someone told me you have the 
signs here,’ they buy them, and 
move on,” said Tony Gonzalez, 
the hardware store’s owner. 

But if the colorful sign isn’t a 
strong enough deterrent or maybe 


you’d rather save the $5, there is 
a free, polyglot alternative. 

Jim Vogel single-handedly be- 
gan circulating to members of a 
Boerum Hill online group, after a 
flurry of neighborhood complaints, 
his own printable “No menus” 
sign, which he translated, perhaps 
accurately, mto Spanish, Chinese, 
Korean, Japanese and Arabic. 

“I didn’t know there was such 
a thing as an official placard 
from the BHA, so I just threw to- 
gether a quick thing in an attempt 
to be helpful,” he said. “I used 
translation software, but I’m sure 
the ‘No fliers’ part will mis-trans- 
late very amusingly.” 

Amusingly to English-speak- 
ers, that is. Vogel’s translation of 
“No fliers” in Spanish actually 
reads, “No aviators.” 


TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping 
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718 - 623-6528 


240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Res taurant) 

Authorized *3 ■ K9i!rm Center a 


CLIPandSAVEi 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs 

• Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents 

• Construction Accidents 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


Brooklyn man falls from ladder 
$1.6 million verdict! 

Bronx man recovers SB million 
for injuries in construction accident! 

Miller & Campson 

Call 1-866-MY FIRM 1 

Personal injury attorneys 
377 Broadway, 8th Floor NY, NY 10013 

1-212-941-0792 

www.millercampson.com 


Facing Divorce? ER3M2 

Get An Experienced. Opinion 
Know Your Bights • Protect Your Property 

Property distribution (pensions, licenses, real estate) • Spousal supprt • Custody/ 
visitation/child supprt • Separation or Prenup agrmnts • Family Court 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

1 6 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(71 8) 522-61 1 8 • www.angelascarlato.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G, Graft P.C, 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Attorneys 


LAW OFFICES OF 
NATASHA APPLEWHITE 


/L 


We Handle ALL of Your 
LEGAL MATTERS 
Family Law • Divorce • 
Immigration • 

Will & Estates • Real Estate 
Civil ■ DUI 

139 Putnam Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238 


347-406-7862 3 4 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 

Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


M Computer 

BASIC CLASSES 
$99 GUARANTEED TO LEARN 

Includes 4 Sessions, 

6 hrs. of Instruction, and 
2 Free Practice hrs. at 
Brooklyn Geek. 

7 1 B. 499. 4259 CR 5742 


Credit Card Prcessing 


GET A NEW TERMINAL FREE... 
and STOP OVERPAYING 
(or YOUR PROCESSING! 

We’ll give you $500.00 if we 
can't beat your current rates! 
Ldmsavings@yahoo.tom 

Call Laura Now 917-658-4755 


divorce rera 


Child Support ■ Custody • 

Hablamos Espahol 

CALL LAUREAN0 & GRAHAM 
718-415-6929 

EMAIL: COROZAL001@YAHOO.COM 


Merchandise Wanted 


ML Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

Plookingtobuy 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

21 7 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


LOST WALLET 

Contains HPD Shield and ID, 
License, Credit Cards. In 
Williamsburg Area. (Hooper 
and 10th Ave.) REWARD. Call 

( 718 ) 254-8900 
( 212 ) 365-4228 L44 

SEEKING HOME FOR 
2 BUNNIES - FREE 

Under 1 Year Old. All Black, 
Male Brothers, Very Friendly. 

917-873-1238 L45 



DILIGENT PIANO SERVICE 

Jazz & Classical Lessons for Adults & 
Children also available. 

Call Michael 718-965-3296 
mestero@earthlink.net 


ADS WORK! 

Place your classified 
advertisement today and 
watch your business grow. 

Call (718) 834-9350 

The Brooklyn Paper 





EMPLOYMENT 


Office Manager / Bookkeeper 
for Newspaper Publisher 

We’re looking for a high-energy, self-directed professional 
to manage our 20-person office and handle Invoicing and 
accounls receivable. 

will have a wide range of respon- 



resume, salary requirements 
ana a iist or computer programs with which you are profi- 
cient. Include them in the body of your email (NO ATTACH- 
MENTS). Write "Office Manager" in the subject line. 

The Brooklyn Paper is a 29-year-old company that publishes 
Brooklyn's award-winning weekly newspapers and Web 
site. Our offices are in DUMBO, one of Brooklyn's hot new 
neighborhoods (near Brooklyn Heights, and close to the 
A/C, F and 2/3 subways). 

E-mail: EdWeintrob@BrooklynPaper.com 
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The Brooklyn Paper 


Help Wanted II Help Wanted 


Operations 
Research Analyst 

MISM reqd. Send Resume to J.M. 
Mulle, Coast to Coast Realty 
3604 Quentin Rd., 
Brooklyn, NY 11224 L41 


EXPERIENCED 

CARPENTERS 

For Renovation Work 

Call Dennis 
(718) 833-1178 


Substitute 

Teachers 

needed for Park Slope 
Preschool. Call 

(718) 230-5255 

between 10 am-3pm 


Child Care Available 


H CHILD CARE 
CARE GIVER 

Experienced (7 Years 
Combined)- Nanny or 
Care Taker • Live-in 
or out • Full Time 
Available in 
ALL 5 Boroughs. 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 

(347) 283-0727 4i 


NEWSPAPER 

CIRCULATION 

MANAGER 

All day Fridays and Saturdays 

and clean driving record and 
be capable of lifting and car- 

Supervise newspaper delivery 
people, work with vendors, 

where necessary. 
Excellent compensation. 
Send a brief note and 
Employment@BrooklynPaper.com 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Help Wanted 


1D1TOB1ALAJIB 

for new daily newspaper planning to 
launch in January. 

Wbt WvmUpn Umly Wmlh 

This will be a compact-sized paid newspaper of general 
circulation (Monday through Friday) featuring 
Brooklyn's top news in a breezy entertaining style, 
including unmatched coverage of new businesses 

To request an invitation to an upcoming Open House, 
send us your resume. 

For editorial positions, write: 

Editor@BrooklynDailyHerald.com 

For sales positions, write: 

SaleslMEanager@BrooklynDailyHerald.com 



Notice of Formation of ALIVE STRUCTURES, LLC. 
Arts of Org. filed Secy, of State (SSNY) 9/18/2007. 
Office location: Kings County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 153 Freeman 
Street, Brooklyn NY 11222. Purpose: any lawful 
activity BP4144 
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HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE 


© FACE LIFT 
CONTRACTING 

before after 

Restorations & Remodeling 
Exterior & Interior 

Over 20 Years Experience 

Stripping & Refinishing 
Finished Basements 
Room Additions • Kitchens & Baths 
Tile • Marble • Granite • Ceramic Tile • Painting 
Plastering • Roofing • Siding • Plumbing & Electric 
Ceilings & Floors • Lofts • Apartments • Brownstones 
Residential - Commercial Rubbish Removal 
Design & Consulting 
Exclusive 10 Year Warranty 
Local, Reliable, 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
First Time Home Buyer Discount & 

To Help You On Your Way 
All Types of Repair Expertly Done 

43 Ask for George: 

A 1-347-724-6540 

wT Senior Citizen Discount 

Licensed & Insured 


■N1 


Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• cuaom^diens Jobs are Owner Supervised .sdj 

We have been .o^D^b 

doing a great job -Additions 

for over ten years -Loftefen, 

Lie# 1157104 718-375-8292 & “ d 




Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call: 718 - 893-4006 



REAL ESTATE 


APARTMENTS II ATTORNEYS 


Buying or Selling? 

Experienced 
Real Estate Attorney 

Michael S. Gold 

Houses Condos -Co-Ops- 


ONE BEDROOM APARTMENTS FOR 
SENIORS STILL AVAILABLE!! IN OUR 
NEWLY CONSTRUCTED BUILDING 
IN THE FORT GREENE AREA 

Met Council is pleased to announce that we oce 
still accepting applications lor affordable hous- 
ing rental apartments in our building located 
at 91 Carlton Avenue, Brooklyn. 

For one person, applicants must be 62 years 
old at the time of application; (or two persons, 
the applicant must be 62 and the co-applicant 
at least 55 years old at the time el application. 
Household size limited to one or two persons. 


Seniors will be required to meet income guide- 
lines and additional selection criteria to qualify. 
Preference will be given to Hew York seniors. 
Only one npplientien per household. 
Applications con be requested by sending n 


t/o Met Council. 80 Maiden Lane, 


1 


BELLE HARBOR 
BEACH BLOCK 

2 Family, 2/2 , Basement, 
Garage & Private Drive. 
$499,000. 

WALSH PROPERTIES, INC. 
(718)945-5512 l-m 



ess or office. 
Rent $4750.00 
Call Sun 10am-4pm or 


Projects 


Law Offices of 
Michael S. Gold 

One Metrotech Center 
Downtown Brooklyn 

(718)246-GOLD (4653) 


Middletown, NJ 

Excellent Condition ■ 4 Bdrm 
Mother/Daughter, 2 Full EIK, 
Separate Entrances 

$449,999 

Call Sue ©RE/MAX Action Realty 

732-276-9600 ext 224 


Beautiful Wideline Brick Cape 

on 60 x 100 corner. 2 BR/1 Ba, 

LR, DR, Eat-in-Kitchen; Second Floor 
has space for 2 BR's/1 Ba; Asking 
$419,000; Open House Nov. 4, 1-3 pm 
140 Lucille Avenue, Elmont, LI 
Call Monica at (516) 354-6070 x308 


Princess Bay 

-NEW HOMES 
2 FAMILY 

BUILDER PAYS 
CLOSING COSTS 


GRAND OPENING of 

ELADIA REALTY, LLC 

LOCATED IN PARK SLOPE AT 254 FLATBUSH AVENUE 



*4% Broker's fee on all exclusive listings. 

254 Flatbush Avenue (between St. Marks & Prospect PI.) 


We Know Brooklyn Best 


All Points Real Estate 


sburg/Bush- 


Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


Knowledgeable. 25 + years experience. Discretion. If you at 
buying or selling in Fort Greene <6 Clinton Hill, I can smooth 
the bumps, avoid obstacles and get to the close on time 



Kathryn Lilly 


* F Prudential Douqlas Elliman 

/iN&r 


718-780-8174 

cell 718-614-5542 fax 917-2 
klilly@elliman.com 


Prudential Douglas Elliman fir 



Garden Apartment complex for sale in Clove Lakes. 
Featuring a total of 13 units in three 5000 + sq. foot 
buildings. 3 and 2 bedroom units all with living rooms, 
dining rooms and working fireplaces. High rent roll. 
This opportunity won't last! Asking $2,775,000 


Anthony Licciardello 

Licensed Sales Agent 


718-979-3400 X 286 


NEUHAJJS 




ADVERTISER RESULTS PROVE 
OUR YELLOW PAGES DELIVER 
MAJOR RETURN ON INVESTMENT 

NEW 
NASSAU 
DIRECTORIES 
OUT 

THIS SOMMER 



SttOrt Bronx ® 



A Division ofDragonetti Bros. Landscaping 

Visit Our Nursery at 1875 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY 


BROOKLYN EDITION 

CLOSING 

SOON! 


Ambassador YeUowPa ges 

the right direction in yellow pages 

FIND OUT ABOUT COST EFFECTIVE PRINT & ONLINE AO PROGRAMS 

CALL 212 - 564-3945 NOW 

www.AmbassadorLocal.com 
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Appliance Repair 


EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 

• Refrigerators • 

• Air Conditioners • 


• Washers & Dryers • 

• Stoves & Ovens • 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


Asbestos 


* Leinster * 
Contracting 


Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 


Architects 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 


ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 


• Realistic Estimates & T ^Schedules 

• Construction Management - 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 


Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 
martin®mdparchitects.com 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 




Electricians 


Carpentry 


Carpentry Plus 

Walls • Taping to finish • Painting • 
Hardwood Floors • Wall Units 
• Window Installation • Tile Work 

Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251^ 28 


VASILIOS GIOUSOS 

WOODWORKING 

Hi Tech Kitchens ■ Bookcases 
Radiator Covers - Furniture 
Call Billy 718-522-0338 
68 Jay Street, Brooklyn 1 1 201 
Monday - Friday lso 


Chimney 


Gas & Oil Violations Corrected, 

718 762-9200 


Cleaning Services 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 


• Technicians specializing i 

n repair and upgrades 

of older homes built befoi 

re 1980 

• Saturday appointments as 

7ailable. 

• 100% money back guarai 

itee. 

• Mention this ad and save 

$25. 

Christopher John 

Call 718-389-9898 

| Electrical Inc. 

www.ChristJon.corn ^ 


Cleaning Services 


Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 


marirc6@aol.com 



G ' ft 718-279-333^^.14 


Decks 


DECKS 

by Bart f 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 
Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 



'Your Front door is the statement of the person who lives there.. 


116 3RD PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 
92 PROSPECT PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 
102 WILLOW ST. BROOKLYN NY 
223 WYCKOFF ST. BROOKLYN NY 


355 4TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 
379 4TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 
418 13TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 
445 54TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 


246 Beacon 


CITY, NJ 07306 . PH: 201.222.6367 


Amighini Architectural Inc. 

THE BEST ANTIQUE SALVAGE DOORS AND MORE 


Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 
sunshinecleaningservice@yaho< 


(718) 965-8024 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 
Fully Insured • Lic#1 252474^^ 


Visit us online at www.BrooklynPaper.com 


1 -888-mydoorI 


OC 

UND^CA^ 

Actors Incorporated 1 

Design, Installation and Maintenance 

Urban Garden Specialists 
(718) 922.2900 


ALECTRAinc. 


71 8-522-3893 

JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
( 718 ) 875-6100 
( 212 ) 475-6100 


Floor Maintenance 


* Kells * 
Wood Floors 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation -Repairs 
•Scraping -Sanding 

24 Hr Svc • Fully Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 


on & refinishing all hardwood 
flooring. Installation of carpet, 
linoleum, VCT, ceramic & stone tiles. 
www.cherryvalleyflooring.com 

(718) 271-4919 

luisad@cherryvalleyfloormg.com 


CANO FUEL OIL CO 

HEATING OIL INC. 


24 He 


rs Delive 


522 3rd Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11 21 5 

Office: (718) 369-2995 
Fax:(718)369-2994 
Luis 1718) 568-8601 

Insured <& Bonded H « 


j Prepare Your Garden 

L-.JP For Next Season! 

Garden Service, Spring Bulb 
lanting Now, Fall Maintenance, 
: ertilization. Clean ups, Brown- 

71 8-753-9741 



...growing with ideas 


design & maintenance 
from rooftops, terraces 
gardens & containers 

Visit our Shop: Tue-Sun 
479 Atlantic Ave 
(646) 489-5181 
www.gardendig.com 


CALL NED 


allpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


KBM Handyman Services 


FREE ESTIMATE 

(718) 763-0379 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors 8c Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 


...creating a 

kitchenologyny.com 
Showroom at 4212 Third Avenue 

(718) 965-4900 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


99 ire'll i 
Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


Experienced & Reliable. 

21 49 E. 72nd. St. DOT#321 49 

718-763-1435 


TOP HAT MOVERS “ 


Licensed & Insured (SQ 

www.Arikmoving.com 



Painting 
$100 per room 

From $100. Reliable eS- 5 Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


SUNSHINE L “ 
PAINTING RESTORATION 
COMPANY 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

( 866 ) 748-6990 
www.sunshinepaintingny.com 

also online at brooklynpaper.com 


M 


TIP 
TOP 

MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 
Estimates 

718 484-7514 

NYS DOT # 36694 


CertaPro Painte rs 

Residential. 
Commercial. Interior. 
Exterior. 

You don't pay a dime until 
the job's complete. 

718 - 858-8588 

347 - 731-4464 

Call Anthony to schedule 
your free estimate. 
Locally Owned & Operated 


AMKK1CAM 
*-/vi rs i i in<?’. 

■fcu - 

Clean Job 


41 

s iru 


Free Estimates 

718-439-7309 A5[ 


jp 

n Interiors Inc. 


Plumbing 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
4* ED Plumbing H B 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


John Haviaras 



Complete Apt. & Home Renov. 

718-921-6176’ 



Commerc ial ■ Residential • Industrial 

BZm BENSON 
KS ROOFING 

Home Improvement ■ Speciolizing in Roofs 
■ Rubberized Roof • S8S Cold Process 
. Shingle Roofs - New Roofs . Gutters 
. Leaders . Skylights . Roofing ■ Repair 
■ Waterproofing ■ Free Estimates 
All Work Guaranteed 
Felly Insured . Lie 11 5908 
1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11 223 
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506 


Fox Roofing; 

& Restoration 

New Roofing • Patching ■ Coaling 

Fox can save you MONEY by 

SG ^Coo hti r tn the *S u mm e r^ & 
Call For a FREE Estimate 

1-800-945-5562 

LICENSED INSURED 


Rubbish Removal 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 


g & Clean-Up 

fciSSjps 


All Size Containers 
Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional - 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

(866) 677-8224 
CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 

10th year nith ltie_Jroriklyn Papers 


J&C Demolition 
Rubbish Removal 
Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 
Contact Carlo 
718-775-4171 uz 


Tree Service 


EVERGREEN TREE & 
SHRUB INC. 

Tree removal, topping, prun- 
nln9 grindi^g n9 Bu S ck^ ^rock 0 ™ ' 

Call Ca F rloV88872 S 7-3235 r 



Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Windows 


Time to Wash Your Windows 

Gusto Window 
Washing 

Have the professionals do ft 
at a reasonable rate. 

Contact Donel 

646-295-5668 A44 


CONTRACTORS 
ON PAGE 17 


Plumbing 


fprramuyrmnijw 



ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate “i-ra 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


Don’t Even Think 


About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company without checking the following 


Make sure of: 

Service Hours: Vigilante 
has true 24 hr Service 

Warranties, Guarantees 
& Satisfaction Policies. 

We have the best in the business 
1 00% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Billing Procedure. 

No surprises, we charge by 
the job, not the hour 

klCILAhTE 

(718) 522-6111 



Windows 


QUALITY 

REPLACEMENT 

WINDOWS & REPAIRS 


Repair ALL TYPES of 



Fully licensed & Insured 

Reasonable Rates 


Call 718-227-8787 3 o 

Time to Wash Your Windows 

Gusto Window 
Washing 

Have the professionals do it 
at a reasonable rate. 

Contact Donel 

646-295-5668 A44 


Wood Stripping 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Doors, Shutters, Balusters, Mantels 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

4218 Third Ave. 2nd. Fl; Brooklyn, NY 
Careful & considerate 
Workmanship since 1959 

www.westripwood.com 

ADS WORK! 

Place your classified 
advertisement today and 
watch your business grow. 

Call (718) 834-9350 
The Brooklyn Paper 

| brooklynpaper.com | 



Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Same Day 
Clean-Up! 


Free Estimates 
24 Hour Service 


ics - Yards - Demolition 
itainers Available (10-40 yards) 
www.gregsexpress.com 


1 -866-MR-RUBBISH 



FIVE STAR CARTING IN6 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 . 


































































